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2The  year  was  2004.  It  was  late  October  in  Minnesota  and  winter  was  corning.  So
was  an election.  The  Presidential  election  of  2004  pitted  the sitting  President  George  W.
Bush  against  Senator  Jobn  Kerry.  As  a self-described  "political  junkie",  I had  been
watching  the debates  and  developments  during  the  long  catnpaign  with  great  interest.  Of
particular  interest  to me  was  watching  the  political  involvement  of  Evangelical  Christians
and  their  leaders  develop  and  grow.  On  this  particular  Sunday  in  2004,  I was  at my  post
as musician  at an evangelical  "mega"  church  in  the  western  suburbs  of  Minneapolis.  The
church  was  very  active  in  the  presidential  election  of  2000  and  even  more  active  in  the
run-up  to the  2004  presidential  battle.  The  church  had  hosted  conservative  speakers  on
many  Sundays  and  had  encouraged  its members  (quietly  and unofficially)  to vote  for
conservative  Republicans  in all  races.  The  church  also participated  in  "live  stream"
presentations  (with  other  evangelical  churches)  of  speeches  given  by conservative
political  leaders  on their  giant  screens.
During  the  message  from  the  pastor  of  the church,  the  musicians,  vocalists,  and
others  would  meet  in the  hallway  behind  the  worship  center.  On  most  days,  conversation
was  light  and  friendly.  This  particular  day  in October,  2004  was  different.  The
atmosphere  in the room  was  serious.  Everyone  was  talking  about  the  election.  Prayers
with  bowed  heads  were  said  for  the success  of  George  Bush  and for  the defeat  of  the
liberal  John  Kerry.  Members  of  the "worship  team"  were  questioned  regarding  their
voting  preference.  It  was  no surprise  to me that  everyone  was  plaru'iing  to vote  for  Bush
and  all  other  conservatives.  But  one  vocalist,  when  was  asked  how  she was  voting,  said  in
almost  a whisper,  "I'm  voting  for  John  Kerg."  An  audible  gasp arose  from  the group,  as
4Senator  Robert  Byrd  (D-West  Virginia),  who  had  recently  been  hospitalized  and  was
recuperating  at home  in  the  midst  of  a terrible  snowstorm  on  this  December  evening.  Had
Byrd  not  attended  that  evening  and  voted  "aye"  from  the  Senate  floor,  the  bill  would  not
have  passed.  Was  Coburn  praying  specifically  that  Byrd  would  not  make  it,  or  was  he
just  praying  in  general  that  someone  would  not  make  it?  No  matter  what  Coburn's
motivation  was,  the  fact  that  he called  Atnericans  to pray  from  the Senate  floor  for
partisan  political  purposes  is troubling  enough.  What  would  encourage  a sitting  Senator
to ask Americans  to pray  with  him  from  the  floor  of  the Senate?  On  that  same  evening,
House  Minority  Leader  John  Boehner  (R-Ohio)  said,  "We  are twenty-four  hours  away
from  Armageddon."
Coburn's  and  Boehner's  words,  and  the  recent  actions  of  many  otlier  conservative
political  leaders,  are indicative  of  a much  larger  phenomenon:  the  u.se of  religion,
especially  evangelical  Christianity  by  political  leaders  for  partisan  political  goals.  Many
political  leaders  have  been  religious  men  and  women.  Many  political  candidates  have  run
for  office  on a religious,  or semi-religious  platform  and  have  actively  sought  the  support
of  religious  voters.  Numerous  political  leaders  in  the United  States  have  used  the  Bible
and  religion  as a rationale  for  many  policy  decisions  both  domestically  and
internationally.
During  most  of  the history  of  the United  States,  churches  and  religious
organizations  have  stayed  out  of  politics,  and  instead  focused  their  efforts  on  the goals  of
evangelism,  missions,  and  care  of  the  faithful.  While  "Christian  Right"  groups,  both
political  and societal  had  been  formed  as far  back  as the Reconstruction,  the  efforts  of
6worshippers  to churches  on any  given  Sunday,  and  stuck  to a mainly  conservative  brand
of  religion  and  politics.  Some  churches  involved  themselves  in  politics  to such  a degree
that  their  tax-exempt  status  was  in  danger  of  being  revoked.  In  the 1980's,  opposition  to
homosexuality  and  gay  rights  became  another  of  the  primary  issues  of  importance  to the
Christian  Right.  Conservative  political  leaders  who  vocalized  their  opposition  to abortion
and  homosexuality  could  now  be guaranteed  support  from  Christian  Right  leaders  and
their  followers,  no matter  what  else they  espoused.  More  recently,  the issues  of
government  involvement  in  health  care,  separation  of  church  and  state,  gay  marriage,  and
the  massive  budget  deficits  have  become  the  rallying  cry  for  conservative  Christians  and
conservative  political  leaders.
There  were  many  issues  that  would  define  tlie  agenda  of  the  Christian  Right
movement  and draw  evangelical  Christian  leaders  and  organizations  into  the  political
debate.  They  believed  that  conservatives  in  Congress  and  especially  in  The  White  House
would  outlaw  abortion,  ban  gay  marriage,  allow  prayer  in  public  schools,  allow  the
teaching  of  creationism  (creationism  was  later  branded  "intelligent  design")  as opposed
to the theory  of  evolution,  eliminate  sex-education  in schools,  base policy  decisions  on
biblical  precepts,  and  allow  more  religious  involvement  in  political  issues.
Many  American  Christians  have  also long  believed  that  America  is primarily  a
"Christian"  nation,  founded  on Christian  principles,  and  that  Christianity  should  be the
guiding  force  in  American  policy  here  at home  and  abroad.  Christian  Rights  groups  were
formed  with  the belief  and  hope  that  their  support  of  conservative  political  leaders  would
8more  worthy  of  examination.
One  only  has to watch  the  nightly  news  broadcasts  (especially  the cable  channels
of  CNN,  MSNBC,  and  Fox  News)  to realize  how  polarized  the  American  electorate  has
become.  There  seems  to be no longer  a middle  ground  or "moderate"  political  ideology.
There  is the  Right,  which  continually  paints  the  Left  as socialist  and irresponsible,  and
the Left,  which  brands  the Right  as intolerant  and  extreme.  "Moderate"  political  leaders
are now  a minority  in  the  political  process.  While  this  marginalization  of  moderate  voices
may  have  taken  place  without  the  influence  of  the  Christian  Right,  the  leaders  and
supporters  of  the Christian  Right  have  been  among  the  loudest  voices  of  extremism  in
America,  and in  American  politics.
Televangelist  Jerry  Falwell  laid  the  blame  for  the events  of  September  11,  2001 at
the  feet  of  the ACLU,  feminists,  gays,  and  abortionists.  Conservative  Christian
televangelist  (and  former  presidential  candidate)  Pat  Robertson  blamed  the earthquake  in
Haiti  on a "pact  with  Satan"  that  Robertson  believes  the Haitians  had  made  in  the
nineteenth  century.  Robertson  also called  for  the  assassination  of  Venezuelan  President
Hugo  Chavez,  and  said  that  the stroke  suffered  by  Israeli  Prime  Minister  Ariel  Sharon
was  divine  retribution  for  Israel's  pullout  from  the  Gaza  Strip.  Pastor  John  Hagee  said
that  the  devastation  of  Hurricane  Katrina  was  a "curse  of  God,"  brought  on by  a gay  pride
parade  planned  in New  Orleans  for  that  day.  Extreme  Christian  Right  groups  think  that
the murder  of  Dr.  George  Tiller  in Wichita  was  an act of  heroism.  On  March  21, 2011,
Rev.  Terry  Jones,  in  Florida,  publicly  bumed  a copy  of  the  Koran,  which  cased  a riot  in
Afghanistan  at which  twelve  United  Nations  workers  were  killed.
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intentioned  Americans  into  the  political  process  who  were  previously  not  involved  in  the
political  discussion.  The  issues  that  are important  to the  Christian  Right  and
conservatives  in  general  are important  for  the  United  States  as well.  But,  the  involvement
of  religion  in  American  politics  has led  to the  increase  of  shrill  voices  to the  political
debate,  an uncompromising  attitude  on  the  part  of  both  major  political  parties,  a
polarization  of  the  electorate  into  "Red"  and  "Blue"  states,  and  a dangerous  slide  into  a
belief  in  "American  exceptionalism,"  or a belief  that  America  is morally  superior  to any
other  nation,  and  that  "God  is on  our  side."
What  drives  the Christian  Right?  What  are the origins  of  the  Christian  Right?
Why  did  the  Christian  Right  involve  itself  in  American  politics?  What  types  of
relationships  have  American  political  leaders  had  with  the Christian  Right?  What  have
been  the  results  of  political  involvement  by  the Christian  Right?
This  essay  will  utilize  the  available  literature,  intemet  sources,  and  other
resources  to examine  the origins  and  rise  of  the Christian  Right,  define  the  varied  beliefs
and agenda  of  the Christian  Right,  document  the  relationships  between  American
political  leaders  and  the Christian  Right,  and  review  and assess the results  of  the
involvement  of  the Christian  Right  in  American  politics.
Before  we  begin  the assessment  of  the Christian  Right,  it is necessary  to define
the  terms  that  will  be used  in  this  essay.  The  evangelical  Christian  political  movement  is
known  by many  different  names:  Some  writers  and  adherents  use the term  Religious
Right,  some  use Christian  Righr,  some  use Conservative  Christian,  some  use
ChristianFundamentalists,  and  still  others  identify  with  the  New  Christian  Right.
12
The  role  of  the Christian  Right  in  American  politics  has been  the subject  of
hundreds  of  books,  articles,  essays,  and  scholarly  investigations  since  the Cmistian  Right
began  to wield  its  influence  in  the  political  arena.  Dr.  Grant  Wacker  (2008)  writes,
"Sometimes  it  seems  that  the  only  thing  growing  faster  than  the  Christian  Right  is the
tonent  of  books  and  articles  about  it"  (para.  16).  An  Internet  search  of  the  phrase
"The  Christian  Right  and  American  Politics"  yields  over  10 million  results.  While  it
would  be impossible  to access  and  review  all  of  the extant  literature  on the subject  of  the
relationship  between  the Christian  Right  and  American  political  leadership,  it  is possible
to draw  some  conclusions  by reviewing  representative  literature  on  the subject.  We  will
use a broad  range  of  literature  to evaluate  scholarly  research  and findings  regarding  the
role  and  impact  of  the  Christian  Right  in  American  politics.
Many  authors  and scholars  have  written  about  the  role  of  the Christian  Right  in
American  politics.  Leaders  in  the  Christian  Right  have  written  that  their  role  in  American
politics  has been  to bring  about  a new  "awakening"  of  Christian  values  and morals  in  the
United  States.  Many,  if  not  most,  of  the authors  and scholars  whose  works  have  been
referenced  for  this  overall  essay  have  been  critical  of  the  role  that  the Christian  Right  has
played  in  American  politics.  But  some  of  these  same  authors  see positive  aspects  of  the
involvement  by  the  Christian  Right  in  American  politics.  D. Michael  Lindsay  (2007)
writes,  "A  movement  that  was  once  relegated  to the adisadvantaged  ranks  of  the
stratification  system,'  evangelicalism  has since  advanced  into  much  higher  circles  in  a
remarkably  short  time.  Evangelical  leaders  have  gained  access  to powerful  social
institutions-the  U.S.  military,  large  corporations,  and  many  others-and  because  their
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documentary  entitled  The  Jesus  Factor  in  2003.  Cizik  said,  "We  care  about  the  moral
life  of  America,  first  and  foremost.  We  want  to share  our  faith  in  a variety  of  ways  that
will,  I think,  regenerate  American  public  life  along  the lines  of  our  faith...We've  also
shifted  to international  issues.  What  that  has meant  is that  on  international  religious
freedom,  we  work  with  Tibetan  Buddhists...That  means  on the issue  of  Sudan,  where
two  million  Christians  have  died  in a civil  war  over  twenty  years,  we  can  and  must  work
with  the  Congressional  Black  Caucus  to pass  legislation"  (The  Jesus  Factor,  transcript,
pp. 3-5).  John  Green  is an author  and  a religious  scholar  and  was  also interviewed  by
PBS  for  The Jesus  Factor.  Green  agrees  with  Cizik's  assessment  and  said,  "Historically,
evangelical  Protestants  were  not  very  focused  on foreign  policy,  and  to the extent  that
they  were,  they  cared  about  evangelism  and  issues  that  were  related  to that.  But  in  recent
times,  tl'iey've  had  an expanded  foreign  policy  agenda"  (The  Jesus  Factor,  transcript,  p.
21).
Evangelical  Christian  leaders  have  been  instrumental  in  promoting  and  passing
legislation  in  the Congress,  which  has positively  impacted  the lives  of  millions  around  the
world.  In 1998,  conservative  Christians  helped  to pass the  Irtterrtational  Religious
Freedom Act. In 1999, the Freedom From Sexual Trafficking  Act was passed, and in
2002  the  Sudan  Peace  Act  was  also  passed  with  the support  of  Christian  Right  lobbying
groups  and conservative  politicians.
The  detractors  and  critics  of  the Christian  Right  state  that  the  Christian  Right's
political  activity  has polarized  the  political  process  and  America  herself.  Critics  of  the
Christian  Right  point  to an unease  felt  by  many  Americans  regarding  the growing
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Bible  and  limited  our  scope  of  influence  by  equating  truth  with  public  policy-or  a
political  party,  for  that  matter"  (p. xiii).
Jim  Wallis  (2005)  believes  that  religion  should  have  a role  in  the  political  life  of
America  but  that  the Christian  Right  has distorted  that  role.  Wallis  believes  that  the
Christian  Right  has ignored  the  true  role  of  religion  (and  specifically  Christianity)  to care
about  the  poor,  social  justice,  and  the  environment,  and  instead  has focused  on  a narrow
range  of  issues,  which  polarize  the electorate.  "There  are two  ways  that  religion  has been
brought  into  public  life  in  American  history.  The  first  way-God  on  our  side-leads
inevitably  to triumphalism,  self-righteousness,  bad  theology,  and,  often,  dangerous
foreign  policy.  The  second  way-asking  if  we  are on  God's  side-leads  to much
healthier  things,  namely,  penitence,  repentance,  humility,  reflection,  and  even
accountability"  (p. xviii).
Ronald  Sider  (2008)  describes  himself  as an evangelical  Christian  and  also  sees a
contradiction  between  the espoused  values  of  the Christian  Right  and  their  role  in
American  political  action.  Sider  also  points  to a selective  application  of  biblical  teachings
by  the Christian  Right  in  their  political  action.  "One  sees a good  deal  on abortion,
euthanasia,  and  the family.  But  hardly  ever  do they  [the  Christian  Right]  push  for  public
policy  to combat  racism,  protect  the creation,  or empower  the  poor"  (p. 20).  Dr.  Joel
Hunter  (2006)  echoes  similar  sentiments  when  he writes,  "It  [the  Christian  Right]  has
developed  a strong  following  on several  key  ISSUES including  abortion  and  keeping  God
references  in  the  public  square.  (Conversely,  it  has not  developed  a broader  list  of
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right-wing  takeover  has been  a poisoning  of  public  discourse  and  a distortion  of  the faith.
Leaders  of  the  Religious  Right  have  managed  to persuade  many  of  my  fellow  evangelical
Christians  that  it  is something  akin  to a sin  to vote  for  anyone  who  is not  a Republican,  a
perception  that  the  Republican  Party  has done  nothing  to discourage"  (pp.  ix-x).
Many  authors  write  also  about  the  Christian  Right's  efforts  to "take  America
back"  from  secularists  and  retut'n  America  to its Christian  roots.  Frank  Larnbert  (2008)
writes,  "'Reverend  Jerry  Falwell  organized  the  Moral  Majority  in  the 1970's  and  called
for  like-minded  Christians  to "take  back"  the  country  from  secular  humanists  who  run  the
government"  (p, 2). Boyd  (2005)  uses the same  terms  when  he writes,  "For  some
evangelicals,  the  kingdom  of  God  is largely  about,  if  not  centered  on, "taking  America
back  for  God,"  voting  for  the Christian  candidate,  outlawing  abortion,  outlawing  gay
marriage,  winning  the  culture  war,  keeping  the  phrase  "Under  God"  in  the Pledge  of
Allegiance,  fighting  for  prayer  in  the  public  schools,  and  fighting  to display  the Ten
Commandments  in  government  buildings"  (p.  11).  Recently,  politicians  who  enjoy  the
support  of  the Christian  Right  such  as Newt  Gingrich,  Sarah  Palin,  Mike  Huckabee,  John
Boehner,  and others  have  used  the  phrase  "take  back  America"  to describe  their  political
agenda.  The  phase  "Take  America  back  for  God"  is now  one of  the slogans  of  the "Tea
Party,"  a conservative  American  political  group.
"The  Bible  and  the  Ballot"  will  examine  the intersection  of  the Christian  Right
and American  politics.  The  nexus  between  the  religious  and  political  worlds  has resulted
in  both  positive  and  negative  outcomes  for  the Christian  Right,  for  politics  and
politicians,  and  for  the  American  people.  The  impact  of  the Christian  Right  on  the
20
The  Bible  and  the  Ballot
Part  One:  The  Rise  of  the  Christian  Right
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same  things? An  examination  of  the beliefs  of  the Chtistian  Right  may  serve to illustrate
the  reasons  for  the  rise  of  the  Cmistian  Right  and  for  its  engagement  in  American
politics.  Wilcox  and  Larson  (2006)  write,  "The  Christian  Right  has  no  single  agenda  but
rather  a collection  of  overlapping  agendas.  Some  Christian  Right  activists  focus  entirely
on  ending  abortions  in  America;  others  are  concemed  primarily  with  iSSueS surrounding
home-schooling.  Some  are motivated  to  fight  what  they  call  the  "radical  homosexual
agenda",  whereas  others  focus  on  banning  same-sex  marriage.  Some  seek  to  promote  a
role  for  religion  in  public  life;  prayer  in  public  schools,  nativity  scenes  on  city  property,
and  a public  acknowledgement  that  the  United  States  is a Christian  nation"  (p. 8).
The  events  that  led  to  the  creation  of  these  groups  created  many  different  agendas
and  sub-agendas  within  the  various  factions  of  the  Christian  Right.  Each  group  speaks  to
and  for  a particular  constituency,  and  each  group  emphasizes  the  issue  or  ISSUES that  are
important  to  them.  But  there  are  a few  beliefs  that  all  Christian  Right  groups  hold  dear,
and  have  in  common.  Of  primary  importance  to many  in  the  Christian  Right  is the  belief
that  the  Bible  is the  authoritative  Word  of  God,  and  should  be taken,  in  all  ways,  literally.
The  biblical  account  of  Creation,  the  biblical  admonishrnents  regarding  sexual  and  moral
behavior,  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  prophesies,  no  matter  how
vague,  regarding  the  end  of  the  world  are  true  and  not  open  to interpretation  or  revision.
In  order  to help  us understand  what  drives  the  political  action  of  the  Christian  Right,  we
will  first  examine  some  of  the  core  beliefs  of  the  Christian  Right:
The  Bible  is reliable  and  inerrant  in  every  way.
Christianity  is the  only  true  religion.
The  United  States  is primarily  a "Christian"  nation.
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hearers,  I will  be happy  to use that  and  drop  "inerrancy  " But  at this  moment,
"inerrancy"  has no adequate  replacement.  To  drop  the  term  in  the  present
situation,  then,  can  involve  compromising  the  doctrine,  and  that  we dare  not  do.
God  will  not  accept  or tolerate  negative  human  judgments  concerning  his  holy
Word.  So I conclude:  yes,  the  Bible  is inerrant"  (para.  12).
In 1996,  the  Gallup  poll  Religion  in America  found  that, "35  percent  of
Americans  believe  that  the  Bible  is the  literal  and inerrant  word  of  the creator  of  the
universe.  Another  48 percent  believe  that  it  is the "inspired'  word  of  the same-still
inerrant-though  certain  of  its  passages  must  be interpreted  symbolically  before  their  truth
can  be brought  to light...Some  46 percent  of  Americans  take  a literal  view  of  creation  (40
percent  believe  that  God  has guided  creation  over  the course  of  millions  of  years).  This
means  that  120  million  of  us place  the  big  bang  2,500  years  after  the Babylonians  and
Sumerians  learned  to brew  beer"  (Harris,  S., 2004,  p. 17)
Christians,  especially  those  in evangelical  and  fundarnentalist  circles-the  core  of
the  Christian  Right-have  long  held  to the  belief  that  the  Bible  is accurate  and  inerrant  in
every  way.  The  Bible,  in  the  words  of  William  Martin  (1996),  "means  what  it says and
says  what it means"  (p. 6). The  most  serious  challenges  to the belief  of  inerrancy  in  the
Bible  began  with  new  scientific  discoveries  regarding  the age of  the  Earth  and culminated
with  the  theories  of  Charles  Darwin.
In  northern  Kentucky,  a museum  has been  built.  Perched  upon  a hilltop,  the
Creatiorx  Museum  is a beautiful  building  with  dioramas  and displays,  tours  and  tour
guides,  audio  and video  presentations,  all  designed  for  one purpose:  to present  the
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on  Monday  10  November  4004  BC,  and  that  the  ark  touched  down  on Mt  Ararat
on  5 May  2348  BC  on a Wednesday"  (para.  1).
During  the 18'h Century,  as discoveries  of  dinosaur  bones  and  other  scientific
clues  regarding  the  age of  the  Earth  were  being  found,  Christians,  and  the Catholic
Church  especially,  resisted  the efforts  to date  the  Earth  in  any other  terms  than  those
provided  in  the Bible.  The  threat  implicit  in  the  secular  attempts  to dispute  the  biblical
time-line  cannot  be overstated;  if  one part  of  the  Bible  is proven  inaccurate,  it  would  call
into  question  the entire  work.  Martin  (1996)  writes,  "According  to fundarnentalist
reasoning,  if  Darwin's  view  of  the evolution  of  species  was  conect,  then  the  Bible's
account  of  creation  as having  occurred  in  six  24-hour  days  could  not  be true.  Since  the
Bible  is true,  fundamentalists  reasoned,  evolutionary  thought  is therefore  false  and  must
not  be taught"  (p. 13).  Randall  Balmer  (2006)  also writes,  "Taken  to their  logical
conclusion,  of  course,  Darwin's  ideas  undermined  evangelicals'  traditional,  literalist
approach  to the scriptures.  If  the  Genesis  account  of  creation  could  no longer  be regarded
as history,  they  reasoned,  then  the  remainder  of  the  Bible  might  also  be suspect.  Perched
on the  precipice  of  a slippery  slope,  many  evangelicals  resisted  Darwin's  evolutionary
theory,  first  by  asserting  the  literal,  historical  accuracy  of  Genesis,  then  through
legislation,  and,  most  recently,  by  tging  to advance  something  called  intelligent  design"
(p. 110).  Frank  Lambert  (2008)  agrees,  and  states,  "Fundamentalists  viewed  such  liberal
manipulation  of  the Bible  as an attack  on faith  itself.  If  the Bible  is human  interpretation
based  on modern  knowledge  instead  of  God"s  holy  and  un-changing  Word,  then  faith
rests  on shifting  sand"  (pp. 106-107).
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Less  than  a century  after  the  Emperor  Constantine  declared  that  Christianity  was
now  the  official  religion  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  313 AD,  the  Emperor  Theodosius
outlawed  all  forms  of  pagan  worship  in  384  AD  and  enforced  the  death  penalty  on  those
who  did  not  abandon  their  pagan  beliefs  and  practices.  St. Augustine,  in  399  AD
famously  wrote  that  non-believers  should  be "compelled"  to come  to Christ,  by  force.
Edward  Babinski  (n.d.)  writes,  "Saint  Augustine-setting  forth  the  principle  of  Cognite
Intrare  ("Compel  them  to enter"),  a church  mandate  that  all  must  become  orthodox
Catholic  Christians,  by force  if  necessary.  Cognite  Intrare  would  be used  throughout  the
Middle  Ages  to justify  the  Church's  suppression  of  dissent"  (para.  4). The  Crusades,
which  were  undertaken  as an attempt  to wrest  the "Holy  Land"  from  the  hands  of  non-
believers,  resulted  in  many  thousands  of  Muslim  deaths  and  the "streets  ran  red"  with  the
blood  of  non-believers  in  Jerusalem.  The  Spanish  Inquisition,  in  which  thousands  were
brutally  tortured  and killed  for  being  non-believers,  lasted  for  200  years.  But  the  belief
that  Christianity  is right  and  every  other  religion  is wrong  has not  been  exclusively  a
European  concept.  This  belief  has been  a part  of  American  life  since  the  early  days  of  the
Nation.
This  belief  was  at the heart  of  the  "Manifest  Destiny"  program  of  the 19'h
century,  which  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  the culhire  of  the  Native  American
inhabitants of North America. Kristina Gronquist is a columnist for the Information
Clearing  House  and in an article  written  in  2005  states,  "The  concept  of  Manifest  Destiny
describes  the 19th  century  conviction  that  God  intended  the  continent  of  North  Atnerica
to be under  the control  of  Christian,  European  Americans"  (para.  1). Rodrigue  Tremblay
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and  Larson  (2006)  write,  "For  its  supporters,  the  Christian  Right  is an attempt  to  restore
Judeo-Christian values to a coun'J  that is in deep moral decline....Christian Right
supporters  believe  that  society  suffers  from  a lack  of  a firm  basis  of  Judeo-Cmstian
values,  and  they  seek  to write  laws  that  embody  those  values"  (p. 13). The  authors  also
make  a connection  (which  many  leaders  of  the Christian  Right  seem  to agree  with)
between  the leadership  of  the  Christian  Right  and  the prophets  of  the  Old  Testament.
"The  belief  that  there  is a religious  character  to the  American  polity  has important
consequences  for  Christian  conservatives.  If  America  is God's  new  chosen  nation,  then
Christian  Right  leaders  may  be likened  to the  prophets  of  the  Old  Testament,  who
repeatedly  called  on  Israel  to repent"  (p. 21).
Ricliard  Hughes  (2010)  and  other  authors  also  write  about  the  perception  on  the
Right  that  America  is fundamentally  a "Christian"  nation,  and  that  this  perception  is
another  important  element  in  the  role  of  the  Christian  Right  in  American  politics.  "Since
the 1980's,  they  [the  Christian  Right]  have  sought  to elect  to office  at the federal,  state,
and  local  levels  candidates  who  would  pass legislation  in  sync  with  their  vision  for  a
"Christian"  America"  (para.  28).  Gregory  Boyd  (2005)  is a very  influential  evangelical
pastor  whose  writings  (and  sermons)  have  been  criticized  by  the  Christian  Right.  He
writes  that  many  members  of  his  congregation  have  left  his  church  due  to his  criticism  of
the  role  of  the Christian  Right  in  American  politics.  "Many  Christians  who  take  their
faith  seriously  see themselves  as the religious  guardians  of  a Christian  homeland.
America,  they  believe,  is a holy  city  "set  on a hill,"  and  the church's  job  is to keep  it
shining"  (p. 12).
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Protestants  felt  they  had  to deny  Catholics  equal  civil  and  political  rights"  (p. 48). Later,
after  the  papal  threat  did  not  materialize  (even  with  the election  of  a Catholic  President),
Protestants  and  the Christian  Right  would  seek  to remedy  their  mistake  by  crying  out
against  the  separation  of  Church  and State,  which  was  standing  in  the  way  of  their  social
and  political  agenda.
Protestant  Christians  had  enjoyed  near  hegemony  in America  and  in  American
politics  since  the earliest  days  of  the  nation.  While  there  were  Catholic  enclaves  in  the
new  nation  (Maryland),  the  majority  of  the  nation  was  founded  and  controlled  by
Protestant  Christians.  The  issue  of  slavery  split  Protestant  Christians  in  the  North  and
South  during  the  nineteenth  century.  Randall  Balmer  (2006)  writes,
"Evangelicals,  principally  Methodists  and  Baptists,  "colonized"  the  frontier
regions  of  the  South  so thoroughly  and  effectively  that  the  region  bears  the
unmistakable  stamp  of  evangelism  to this  day.  In  the North,  evangelicals  took  on
the  task  of  reforming  society  according  to the standards  of  godliness.  They
organized  to abolish  slavery,  to combat  the scourge  of  alcohol  abuse,  to reform
the  prison  system,  to educate  women,  to create  public  schools,  and  generally  to
make  the world  a better  place"  (pp.  xiv-xv).  This  split  between  Christians  in  the
North  and  South,  both  in  ideology  and approach,  would  arise  again  in  the 1950's  with  the
debate  over  integration  and  in  the 1960's  with  the  debate  over  Civil  Rights.
During  the last  half  of  the nineteenth  century  a new  threat  to Protestant  Cbristian
rule  of  America  appeared  in  the  form  of  irnrnigration.  William  Martin  (1996)  states,
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Wilcox  and  Larson  (2006)  trace  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  Right  to  the  rise  of
"fundarnentalism"  in  the  early  twentieth  century.  Wilcox  and  Larson  point  to  the  division
of  Protestant  Christians  into  two  opposing  ideological  groups:  one  group  emphasizing  a
"social  gospel"  focused  on  "responsibility  for  the  poor  and  disadvantaged"  (p. 30),  and  a
more  conservative  group  of  Bible  "fundarnentalists",  which  emphasized  the  inerrancy  of
the  Bible  and  resisted  all  attempts  to "modernize"  the  Word  of  God.  Frank  Lambert
(2008)  confirms  the  divisions  in  Protestant  Christianity  in  America  in  the  1900's,  which
he calls  "The  Great  Protestant  Schism."  While  "modernist"  Christians  were  attempting  to
reconcile  biblical  teachings  with  new  scientific  discoveries,  conservative  Christians  were
becoming  more  and  more  strident  in  their  defense  of  biblical  inerrancy.  Lambert  points  to
the publication,  in 1910 and 1915, of  The Fundamentals.' A Fouridation  of  Truth as the
beginning  of  "fundamentalism"  in  conservative  Christian  circles.  The  Fundamentals,
Lambert  reports  were,  "a  series  of  ninety-four  essays  written  by  sixty-four  British  and
American  conservative  Protestant  theologians"  (p. 107).  Lambert  makes  the  point  that
The  Furtdamentals  became  the  ideological  basis  for  the  Christian  Right  both  in  the  early
1900's  and  remains  so today.  The  Fundamentals  contains  the  following  five  basic  tenets
of  the  Christian  Right:
a Inerrancy  of  the  scriptures.
The  virgin  birth  and  the  deity  of  Jesus.
The  doctrine  of  substitutionary  atonement  through  God's  grace  and  human  faith.
The  bodily  resurrection  of  Jesus.
The  authenticity  of  Christ's  miracles.  (Lambert,  2008,  p. 107).
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schools.  The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  brought  in  Clarence  Darrow  to serve  as lead
defense  attorney  and  the lead  prosecutor  was  William  Jennings  Bryan.  Martin  (1996)
writes about Bryan, "Their  [fundamentalistsl  most notable champion, former Secretary of
State  and  three-time  presidential  candidate  Williams  Jennings  Bryan,  declared  flatly  that
aall the ills  from  which  America  suffers  can  be traced  back  to the  teaching  of  evolution.  It
would  be better  to destroy  every  other  book  ever  written,  and  save  just  the first  tmee
verses  of  Genesis"'  (p.l3).  Lambert  (2008)  writes,  "The  case itself  was  straightforward,
and  the  outcome  was  never  in  doubt....Williarn  Jennings  Bryan  saw  the setting  and  the
case as an ideal  opportunity  for  him  to deal  a fatal  blow  to rationalists  who  threatened
biblical  truths  and  the American  way.  With  such  high-powered  figures  involved,  the case
soon  became  a much-publicized  debate  over  the central  arguments  in  the modernist-
fundamentalist  struggle"  (p. 125).
The  highlight  of  the  trial  came  when  Datow  called  Bryan  to the stand.  The
hundreds  of  reporters,  who  were  broadcasting  the  most-minute  details  of  the  trial  to the
world  would  soon  report  that  Bryan  appeared  a backward,  stupid  fool  in  his  attempted
defense  of  the biblical  account  of  creation,  and  other  passages  from  the Bible.  H.L.
Menken  was  among  the  reporters  in  the  courtroom.  Menken  wrote,  "Let  no one mistake  it
[the  trial]  for  comedy,  farcical  though  if  may  be in all its details.  It  serves  notice  on  the
country  that  Neanderthal  man  is organizing  in  these  forlorn  backwaters  of  the land,  led  by
a fanatic  [Bryan],  rid  of  sense and devoid  of  conscience"  (as cited  by  Martin,  1996,  p.
114).
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period,  when  Christ  would  return  to  vanquish  Satan  and  set up  his  rule  on  Earth  in  the
New  Jenisalem."'  The  "signs  of  the  end  times"  spoken  of  in  Matthew  24  would  be war,
rumor  of  war,  earthquakes,  plagues,  famine,  and  religious  apostasy.  It  was  not  difficult  in
the  early  twentieth  century-nor  is it difficult  today-to  take  a look  at the  state  of  the  world
and  come  to  the  conclusion  that  we  are  in  the  "last  days."  In  the  minds  of  conservative
Protestants,  World  War  I further  reinforced  the  idea  that  the  world  was  in  its  last  days!'
After  the  "War  to  End  All  Wars"  came  to an  end,  the  dispensationalists'  viewpouit
actually  became  stronger  with  the  establishment  of  the  modern  State  of  Israel.  Martin
(1996)  writes,  "The  dispensationalist  scenario  gained  added  plausibility  when,  after  the
British  recaptured  Jerusalem  in 1917,  the  Balfour  Declaration  gave  Jews  the  right  to
rehu'n  to  Palestine,  which  dispensationalists  saw  as a direct  fulfillment  of  Bible
prophecy"  (p. 12).
Fundamentalist  evangelical  Protestants  remained  separate  from  politics  and
political  action  until  just  before  World  War  II  and  the  advent  of  the  threat  of  communism.
In  1935,  Abraharn  Veriede  formed  The  Fellowship,  which  is today  known  as The  Family.
The Fellowship began the National Prayer Breakfast in 1953. Every president since
Eisenhower  has  participated  in  the  breakfast.  The  Family  would  grow  to become  one  of
the  most  potent,  albeit  little-known  Christian  political  groups  in  the  United  States.  In
1941, theAmerican Council of  Christian Churches was formed by Carl McIntire. The
organization  was  virulently  anti-Catholic  and  uninterested  in  any  type  of  religious
compromise.  The  group  was  also  critical  of  other  organizations  such  as the  Federal
Council of  Churches (est. 1908) and later, its offshoot, the National Council ofChurches
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Communism....Cbristmas  and  Easter  were  celebrated  lavishly.  The  holiday  carols  chosen
for  presentation  were  usually  religious.  Bibles  began  to appear  more  regularly  on  public
school  grounds"  (pp.  45).
More  and  more  conservative  Christian  groups  were  formed  in  the 1950's.  In 1950,
Billy  James  Hargis  formed  the Christian  Crusade  as "a  Christian  weapon  against
communism  and  its  godless  allies".  Some  of  these  new  groups  did not  have  political
goals  but  were  more  "evangelical"  and dedicated  to "wiru'iing  souls  for  Christ."  Bill
Bright formed the Campus Crusade for  Christ in 1951. One of the offshoots of  Campus
Crusade was Youth for  Christ. Both groups were granted tax-exempt stahis and began to
proselytize  on college  campuses  around  the coiu'itry.  Both  groups  were  fervently  anti-
communist  and  pro-capitalist,  and  had  a pro-American  and  pro-Christian'ity  agenda.  Both
organizations  were  very  successful.8' The  Christian  Freedom  Foundation  was  formed  in
1953.
In 1954,  the Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  rendered  its verdict  in  Brown  v.
the Board of  Education of  Topeka. The ruling of  the court made the previous segregation
of  public  schools  illegal.  Some  evangelical  Protestant  religious  leaders  and  groups  like
the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) (est. 1845) and the NationalAssociation  of
Evangelicals  (NAE)  (est. 1942)  endorsed  the  ruling.  But  many  leaders  and  religious
groups,  especially  in the South,  did  not.  Jerry  Falwell,  televangelist,  founder  of  Liberty
University  in  Virginia,  and  founder  of  the  Moral  Majority  was  especially  vocal  about  his
opposition  to Brown  and  integration  in  general.  Columnist  George  Curry  (2007)  quotes
Falwell: "If  Chief Justice [Earll Warren and his associates had known God's Word, I am
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Martin  (1996)  reports  that  white  Southerners  viewed  Kennedy's  actions-like  those  of
Eisenhower-to  be a "grave  offense  against  the  Constitution"  (p. 79).
William  F. Buckley,  a noted  conservative,  founded  the  National  Review  in 1955.
The  National  Review  is still  active  today  and  is the leading  conservative  periodical.  In
1958,  Robert  W. Welch  Jr. formed  The John  Birch  Society.  The  John  Birch  Society  is
considered  a hate  group  by  the  Southern  Poverty  Law  Center.  The  Society  is still  active
today, primarily  though the Council  for  National  Policy  (CNP). The conservative
Christian groupAmericans  for  ConstitutionalAction  was also founded in 1958.
The  racial  issue  that  boiled  in  the  decade  of  the 1 950's  seemed  to culminate  in  the
late 1950's  with  the  protests  and  "sit-ins"  of  Martin  Luther  King  aiid  others,  demanding
racial  justice  and  an  end  to segregation  in  all  areas  of  American  life.  Alabama  Governor
George  Wallace,  Arkansas  Governor  Orval  Faubus,  and  South  Carolina  Governor
GeorgeBell  Timrnerman  became  the  heroes  to many  in the Southern  conservative
Christian  movement  due  to their  resistance  to court-ordered  desegregation.  Evangelist
Billy  Graham  actually  supported  King  and  his followers  and  described  their  non-violent
methods  as "setting  an example  of  Christian  love."  The  supporters  of  the ever-growing
Christian  Right  in  the  South  were  not  so enamored.  Martin  (1996)  writes,
"Such  [Civil  Rights]  activities  spurred  vitriolic  attack  from  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  (est.
1860)  and  [the]  White  Citizens  Councils  (est. 1954),  anger  from  politicians  who
resented  [Graham]  taking  the side  of  the  federal  governrnent  in  the  most  notable
challenge  to the autonomy  of  the Southern  states  since  the Civil  War,  and
bewildered  disappointment  from  countless  Christians  who  had  never  imagined
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Other  scholars  also  write  about  the  cultural  changes  that  would  spur  the rise  of  the
Christian  Right.  In  assessing  the impact  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration's  approval
of  "The  Pill"  in  1960,  Martin  (1996)  and  Lindsay  (2007)  both  report  that  the  new  sexual
perrnissiveness  that  was  becoming  prevalent  in  the  United  States  during  the early  1960's
constituted  a real  threat  to  the  established  mores  of  the  Christian  Right.  The  Christian
Right,  which  had  fought  to keep  the  government  out  of  the affairs  of  the  Church,  the
State,  and  the  individual,  now  began  to insist  that  the government  do something  about
sexual  permissiveness  and  the "decline"  of  American  values,  epitomized  by  the "sexual
revolution",  now  in  full  swing.  Ronald  Sider  (2008),  reports  that  when  it comes  to
sexuality,  the Christian  Right  demonstrates  its  duplicity.  "Government  should  provide  a
legal  framework,  fair  courts,  and  police  protection  but  then  leave  everything  else to the
free  choice  of  individuals.  But  when  the  issue  changes  from  the poor  to the  family,  the
definition  of  marriage,  abortion,  or pornography,  the same  people  quickly  abandon
libertarian  argiunents  that  maximize  individual  freedom.  Instead  they  push  vigorously  for
substantial  government  restriction  of  individual  choice"  (p. 20).
John  F. Kennedy  became  the  nation's  35'h President  in  January  1961,  after
winning  the  election  in 1960.  John  Kennedy  was  a Roman  Catholic.  American
conservative  Protestants  had  long  viewed  the  Catholic  religion  as a threat  not  only  to their
hegemony  in  America,  but  to their  entire  belief  system  and  many  viewed  the  candidacy
of  Kennedy,  not  to mention  his  presidency,  as the culmination  of  their  fears.  This  man,  in
their  eyes,  would  bring  about  the destruction  of  the  United  States.  They  believed  that
John  F. Kennedy,  and  America,  would  become  subservient  to the  pope.  And,  Kennedy
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Schempp.  Martin  (1996)  writes,  "Critics  [of  the  1962  and  1963  rulings]  viewed  the
decisions  as a declaration  of  war  against  Christianity  [italics  mine],  a conviction  that  has
not  diminished  over  time"  (p. 77).
These  two  rulings  of  the  Supreme  Court  brought  the  "Separation  of  Church  and
State"  issue  into  sharp  focus  for  conservative  Christians.  Conservative  Christian  groups
and  leadership  argued  that  prayer  in  the  schools  was  a state,  local,  or  even  individual
choice.  Catholic  schools  had  long  been  in  existence  and  enjoyed  tax-exempt  status  as
religious  institutions.  Jeff  Sharlet  (2008)  writes,  "It  was  Brown  along  with  two  decisions
lEngel v. Vitale and Abington  School District  v. Schempp3 in the early 1960's striking
down  school  prayer,  that  led  to fundamentalism's  embrace  of  history  as a redeeming
creed.  They  had  a right  to educate  their  children  religiously.  Catholics  already  had  a
system  for  doing  so. Fundarnentalists  began  to  build  one..."  (p. 361).
In  an attempt  to circumvent  the  Brown  ruling,  many  conservative  Christian  groups
in  the  South  began  to form  their  own  schools,  which  Brown  did  not  include  or address.
Time  Magazine,  in  1969,  called  the  schools  "segregation  academies",  and  reported  that
four  percent  of  students  in  the  combined  states  of  Alabama,  Tennessee,  Georgia,  and
Mississippi  were  enrolled  in  private  Christian  schools.  The  November  14,  1969  issue  of
Time  magazine  wrote,
"Now  that  the  Supreme  Court  has  decreed  an immediate  end  to racial  segregation
in  Southern  public  schools,  many  white  resisters  have  only  one  place  left  to turn:
private  white  "segregation  academies."  In  recent  years,  tl'ie  South  has  blossomed
with  more  than  200  such  schools,  which  are set up  for  the  sole  purpose  of
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In  1963,  Kennedy  actually  introduced  a sweeping  civil  rights  bill,  which  failed  to pass in
the Senate  of  the  United  States.  During  that  same  year,  Kennedy  also  introduced
Medicare.
"Kennedy  had  little  success  in  persuading  Congress  to accept  his  plans  for
Medicare.  Kennedy's  proposals  would  have  provided  health  coverage  for  persons
over  65 years  of  age. The  insurance  was  to be financed  by  increases  in  the social
security  payroll  tax.  Medicare  would  also  offer  basic  hospital  care  for  60 days  as
well  as the  payment  of  doctor's  fees.  Medicare  was  popular  with  the  Trade  Union
movement  but  was  vigorously  opposed  by  private  insurance  companies.  The
American  Medical  Association  was  also  against  it, describing  the  measure  as an
example  of  socialism  and  Kennedy  was  unable  to persuade  Congress  to pass the
bilr'  (Spartacus  Educational,  n.d.,  para  53).
Kennedy's  efforts  in  the areas of  Civil  Rights  and  Medicare,  along  with  other
social  incentives,  were  viewed  with  suspicion  by  conservatives,  who  thought  that  these
societal  efforts  were  just  another  example  of  government  infringing  on  the rights  of  the
people  and  the states.  Martin  (1996)  writes,  "In  addition  to indulging  in  unabashed
racism,  many  opponents  to the civil  rights  movement,  especially  after  Kennedy
introduced  sweeping  civil  rights  legislation  in  the spring  of  1963,  marched  under  the
banner  of  state  and  individual  rights"  (p. 78).  When  George  Wallace  defied  the  Supreme
Court  and  the president  by  attempting  to block  the  integration  of  the  University  of
Alabama,  Billy  James  Hargis's  Christian  Crusade  named  Wallace  "Christian  Patriot  of
the Year."
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agenda  whatsoever.  They  came  from  places  like  Thailand,  Cambodia  and  South
Vietnarn;  India,  Pakistan  and  Nepal;  Lebanon,  Iran  and  Egypt.  And  they
brought  their  religions  with  them:  Islam,  Buddhism,  Hinduism  and  many  other
religious  traditions  largely  alien  to most  Americans  at that  time"  (para.  3).
The  new  wave  of  immigrants  gave  the Christian  Right  a further  impehis  for  political
action  and  societal  change.  Hughes  (2010)  further  writes,
aaWhile  this  new  wave  of  immigration  was  not  the  irnrnediate  catalyst  for  the
revival  of  American  fiindamentalism,  it  formed  an important  backdrop  to that
revival.  At  the  very  least,  it spoke  loudly  to fundamentalists  that  the  diversity  they
found  so objectionable  50 years  before  had  now  come  to their  shores  in  ways  they
could  never  have  imagined.  And  it alerted  them  to the fact  that  any  hope  they  may
have  had  for  the renewal  of  Christian  America  was  now  at risk.  If  they  intended  to
recreate  the  Christian  nation  their  forebears  from  the 19th  century  had
constructed,  time  was  running  out"  (para.  4).
Kennedy  was  assassinated  in 1963.  His  successor,  Lyndon  B. Johnson  was
considered  a 'good  old  boy'  from  Texas,  and  many  in  the South  regarded  LBJ  as one  of
their  own.  Conservatives  thought  that  Johnson  would  certainly  disavow  the  "progressive"
liberal  agenda  of  the Kennedy  administration.  Not  only  did  Johnson  embrace  the Civil
Rights  movement,  he actually  passed  the Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964,  ensuring  equal  rights
for  blacks  and other  minorities.l"  While  most  Americans  (and  many  in  the South)  hailed
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"Making  poverty  a national  concern  set  in  motion  a series  of  bills  and  acts,  creating
programs  such  as Head  Start,  food  stamps,  work  study,  Medicare  and  Medicaid,  which
still  exist  today.  The  programs  initiated  under  Johnson  brought  about  real  results,
reducing  rates  of  poverty  and  improved  living  standards  for  America's  poor"  (para.  2).
But  conservatives  believed  that  the  "War  on  Poverty"  was  an attempt  by  government  to
take  control  over  the  social  issues  that  were  better  left  to states,  cities,  localities,  and
churches.  Conservative  groups  considered  almost  all  of  the  programs  initiated  by  Johnson
as examples  of  overreach  by  the  federal  government  and  opposed  the  involvement  of
government  in  social  matters.  Conservative  coliunnist  Bruce  Thyer  (2005)  writes  about
conservative  views  regarding  welfare  that  were  the  same  then  as they  are  today:
"We  believe  that  public  social  welfare  services  should  be funded  and  controlled
by  the  public  at the  lowest  decentralized  level  of  government  as possible,  with
decision-making  residing  at the  level  of  the  individual  states  as preferable  to
federal  oversight;  county  control  preferable  to state;  and  city  over  county.  Self-
help,  family-provided  assistance,  help  provided  by  local  churches,  temples  and
mosques,  or  by  one's  town,  city  or state,  should  be the  first-choice  service
providers,  where  feasible,  with  federal  services  the  option  of  last  resort"  (para.  l).
After  the  death  of  Kennedy,  the  actions  of  President  Lyndon  Johnson  and  of  the
Supreme  Court  forced  the  Christian  Right  to seek  a candidate  who  espoused  the  values  of
conservative  Christianity:  a man  who  would  stop  the  disintegration  of  America  and
American  values;  a man  who  would  embrace  Christian  principles  in  his  presidential
administration;  a man  who  would  reverse  the  Supreme  Court  rulings  that  had  decimated
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organizations,  candidates,  and  causes  that  made  up what  Viguerie  dubbed  the  New  Right"
(p. 88).
In  January  of  1969,  Richard  M.  Nixon,  a Quaker,  became  the  37'h President  of  the
United  States.  In  what  would  become  a hallmark  of  conservative  political  campaigns  in
the future,  Nixon  actively  sought  the  social  and  Christian  conservative  vote  that  he had
seen  during  Batry  Goldwater's  campaign.  Martin  (1996)  writes,  "Every  president  in
American  history  has invoked  the  name  and  blessings  of  God  during  his  inauguration
address,  and  many,  including  Dwight  Eisenhower  and  Lyndon  Johnson,  made  some
notable  public  display  of  their  putative  piety,  but  none  ever  made  such  a conscious,
calculating  use of  religion  as a political  instrument  as did  Richard  Nixon"  (p. 99).  Nixon
was  re-elected  in 1972.  During  Nixon's  second  term  in  office  a bombshell  hit.
In  1973  tlie  Supreme  Court  ruled  in  Roe v. Wade. "The  Court  held  that  a woman's
right  to an abortion  fell  within  the  right  to privacy  and  was  protected  under  the
Fourteenth  Amendment  to the Constitution.  The  decision  gave  women  total  autonomy
over  their  pregnancies  during  the  first  trimester  and defined  different  levels  of  state
interest  for  the  second  and  third  trimesters.  As  a result,  the  laws  of  46 states  were  affected
by  the Coiut's  ruling"  (from  www.oyez.com,  para.  2). The  opposition  to abortion  at first
came  from  Roman  Catholics.  But  soon  the  Evangelical  Christian  Right  also professed  its
opposition  to the  Court's  ruling.  The  issue  of  abortion  became  the  primary  focus  of  the
Christian  Right  by 1974  and  continues  to remain  so today.
During  the 1970's  the  number  of  Christian  Right  political  groups  exploded,  partly
in  reaction  to Roe v. Wade, and  also  due  to a realization  of  the  power  of  the  conservative
56
C. Everett  Koop,  who  would  later  become  Surgeon  General  of  the  United  States,
formed  the Christian  Action  Council  in 1975. The conservative  Christian  Council  for
Colleges  and  Universities  began  in  early  1976.
A  born-again  Christian  came  to the  White  House  in 1976.  Jitnmy  Carter,  a
Democrat  was  elected  with  the  help  of  many  conservative  Christian  groups  on  the
Christian  Right.l6'  Carter  not  only  professed  his  faith  and  the  fact  that  he was  "born-
again",  but  he was  also  a Southern  Baptist  and  a Sunday-school  teacher,  and  he was  from
the South.
In 1975,  during  the Gerald  Ford  administration,  the Internal  Revenue  Service  had
sought  to revoke  the  tax-exempt  status  of  Bob  Jones  University  (est. 1927).  The  IRS  had
informed  the  University,  in 1975,  that  their  tax-exempt  status  had  been  revoked
retroactively  to 1971  because  of  official  school  policy  that  forbade  interracial  dating  and
marriage.l7'  In  1971,  the  District  Court  of  Washington  D.C.  had  ruled  in Green  v.
Conally,  that  private  institutions  which  practiced  segregation,  or de facto  segregation,
were  not  entitled  to tax-exempt  status  and could  not  be considered  a charitable
organization.  Balmer  (2006)  writes,  "The  IRS  attempt  to deny  tax-exempt  status  to
segregated  private  schools  represented  an assault  on  the evangelical  subculture,
something  that  raised  an alarm  among  many  evangelical  leaders,  who  mobilized  against
it."  (pp. 14-15).
Conservative  Christian  activist  Paul  Weyrich,  and  other  leaders  of  the Christian
Right  have  claimed  that  it was  the  Bob  Jones  University  case which  prompted  the  rise  of
the Christian  Right,  and  not  Roe v. Wade.  While  the Greert  decision  and  the IRS  action
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families,  same-sex  couples  were  not  included  in  the  Christian  Right's  definition  of
marriage  or  family.
The  reaction  to  the  Bob  Jones  case,  Roe  v. Wade,  and  a growing  perception  in  the
Christian  Right  of  the  threat  of  homosexuality  spurred  an  intense  time  of  organizing  for
the  Christian  Right.  In  1977,  child  psychologist  James  Dobson  formed  Focus  on  the
Family.  The  formation  of  this  organization  is another  important  event  in  the  beginning  of
the  modern  Christian  Right  political  movement.  In  1978,  Dr.  Robert  Grant  founded
Christiari  Voice.  The  activists  in  Christian  Voice  developed  many  of  the  political  voter
registration,  fundraising,  and  political  action  methods  employed  by  most  Christian  Right
organizations today. The Society of  Christian Philosophers was founded in 1978. The
National  Christian  Actiort  Coalition  was  also  launched  in 1978.  Jerry  Falwell  founded  the
Moral  Majority  in  1979.  Until  its  demise  in  the  later  1980's,  the  Moral  Majority  was  the
leading  voice  on  the  Christian  Right.  Also  in  1979,  Beverly  LaHaye  (wife  of  Tirn
LaHaye,  author  of  the  "Left  Behind"  series  of  books  and  founder  of  the  Christian
Coalition) formed Concerned Women forAmerica  and conservative Christian Ed
McAteer  founded  the  Religious  Roundtable.  Louis  Sheldon  formed  the  Traditional
Values  Coalition  (TVC)  in  1980.  The  TVC  is listed  as a hate  group  by  the  Southern
Poverty Law Center. The Council for  National Policy (CNP) was founded in 1981 by
author  Tim  LaHaye.  The  group  was  founded  as an alternative  to  the  Council  on  Foreign
Relations.  The  membership  of  the  (CNP)  reads  like  a "who's  who"  of  Christian  Right
leaders  and  conservative  political  leaders  and  includes  Pat  Robertson,  Donald  Wildmon,
60
The Christian  Embassy  (Bill  Bright,  Director)
a The  American  Conservative  Union  (William  F. Buckley  Jr., Director)
The Moral  Majority  (Jerry  Falwell,  Director)
The Christiart  Coalitiorx  (Pat  Robertson,  Director)
The Eagle  Forum  (Phyllis  Schlafly,  Director)
The Heritage  Foundation  (Paul  Weyrich,  Director)
Focus  on the Family  (James  Dobson,  Director)
The Family  Research  Council  (Tony  Perkins,  Director)
All  of  these  groups  were  now  well  entrenched  in  the political  sphere  of  influence.
Many  of  the leaders  of  these  groups  took  credit  for  the election  of  Ronald  Reagan.  Jerry
Falwell,  after  the  election  of  Ronald  Reagan  stated,  as almost  a headline,  "The  Moral
Majority  backs  the  presidential  candidacy  of  Ronald  Reagan  and sweeps  him  into  office
in  dramatic  fashion.  In  addition,  12 liberal  Democrat  senators  and several  liberal  House
members  are also  defeated,  launching  a new  wave  of  political  activity  within  the
evangelical  community.  The  political  landscape  is spectacularly  altered"  (Lambert,  2008,
p. 190).  Lindsay  (2007)  fiuther  states,  "Reagan's  election  heralded  a new  era for  the
evangelical  movement.  The  coalitions  formed  by conservative  evangelicals  during  the
1970's  played  a key  role  in  aligning  the  movement  behind  his  candidacy"  (p. 18).
The  leaders  of  the  Christian  Right  had  now  achieved  their  stated  goal  of  electing  a
man  who  would,  at last,  advance  their  agenda  in  the government  of  the United  States.
Perhaps  now  that  the Christian  Right  was  such  a powerful  force  in  American  politics,
they  could  now  relax  a bit.  Pundits  and critics  would  state  that  the Christian  Right  was
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was  actively  involved  with  the  communists,  and supported  SALT  II,  which  the  Christian
Right  opposed.  Reagan  did  nothing  (or  very  little)  about  abortion,  prayer  was  still
officially  banned  in  public  schools,  and  the  "homosexual  disease"  of  AIDS  was
becoming  more  and  more  of  an issue.
Some  formerly  powerful  leaders  in  the  Christian  Right,  disillusioned  by  Reagan's
actions,  retreated  (again)  from  the  political  sphere.  Ed  Dobson,  confidant  of  Jerry
Falwell,  and  co-founder  of  The Moral  Majority  said,  "Because  the nature  of  the
American  political  system  makes  it  difficult  to do anything,  politics  is essentially  the  art
of  compromise  and  negotiation,  and fundarnentalists  don't  place  a higli  value  on
compromise  and  negotiation"  (Martin,  1996,  p. 236).  Evangelist  James  Robison  stepped
back  as well.  Robison  said,  "My  motive  started  out  pure,  but  power  corrupts....I  watched
what  it did  to people.  I watched  how  it  fed,  how  it  would  drive  them,  to the  point  that  I
felt  like  principle  could  be sacrificed  for  power,  even  on the part  of  good,  quality  people"
(Martin,  1996,  p. 237).
Pat Robertson formed the American Center for  Law andJustice in 1990. Bill
McCartney  formed  Promise  Keepers  in 1990.  The  website  for  Promise  Keepers  contains
their  mission  statement:  "The  mission  of  Promise  Keepers  is to ignite  and  unite  men  to
become  warriors  who  will  change  their  world  through  living  out  the  "Seven  Promises"  to
God,  their  families,  their  fellow  man  and commiu'iity."
Reagan's  vice  president,  George  H.W.  Bush  was  elected  to the  presidency  in
1989.  George  H.W.  Bush  was  an Episcopal  Christian  (not  a "born-again"  Christian).
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The  election  of  William  Jefferson  Clinton  to the  presidency  in 1992  seemed  to be
a defeat  for  conservative  Christians  and  the  Christian  Right.  Even  though  Clinton  was  a
Southern  Baptist,  and  often  spoke  about  his  Christian  beliefs,  he was  a Democrat,  and
therefore  suspect  in  the eyes  of  the  Christian  Right.  Christian  Right  activists  like  Ralph
Reed  did  not  relax  their  activities  nor  did  they  retreat  into  the  background  due  to this
defeat.  Instead,  they  increased  their  activism  and organizational  activity.  By  1993,  Reed's
Christian  Coalition  boasted  of  more  than  one  million  supporters.  In  a move  that
would  herald  further  efforts  of  the  activist  Christian  Right,  it  was  Ralph  Reed  who  would
turn  the  political  efforts  of  the Christian  Right  from  presidential  politics  to congressional
politics.
The  Christiart  Coalition  threw  its considerable  support  behind  Tom  DeLay  (R-
Texas),  Newt  Gingrich  (R-Georgia),  John  Kasich  (R-Ohio),  and  other  conservative
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate.  In  the mid-term  elections  of
1994,  conservatives  took  control  of  both  houses  of  Congress.  Martin  (1996)  states,
"When  the  GOP  gained  fifty-two  House  seats, eight  Senate  seats, eleven
governorships,  and  472 seats in state  legislatures  in  the  November  1994  elections,
the Religious  Right  joined  fully  in  the victory  dance  of  the  elephants,  flush  with
the  knowledge  that  114  members  of  the  new  House  and  26 Senators  had  either
received  a perfect  rating  on  the  Christian  Coalition  Congressional  Scorecard  or
were  freshmen  elected  with  the  groups's  strong  approval"  (pp.  339-340).
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 W.
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 [in
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 H.
 W. Bush's]
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 (p.
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 have
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 that
 Bush  used
 his
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representative  from  Illinois  in  1962.  In 1973,  Rumsfeld  was  U.S.  Ambassador  to NATO.
President  Gerald  Ford  appointed  Rumsfeld  as Secretary  of  Defense  in 1975.  In  1977,
Ford  presented  Rumsfeld  with  the  nation's  highest  civilian  honor,  the  Presidential  Medal
of  Freedom. In 1997, Rumsfeld  became a co-founder  and member  of  the Project  for  the
New  Ainerican  Century,  a conservative  political  action  group.  Rumsfeld  is also  a member
of  the new-conservative  Committee  for  the Free World.
George  W. Bush  had  appointed  Donald  Rumsfeld  as Secretary  of  Defense  in
2001.  Rumsfeld,  working  with  his  old  friend  Dick  Cheney,  became  the  architect  of  the
Iraq  invasion  of  2003.  Donald  Rumsfeld  is quoted  by Daniel  Kurtzman  (n.d.)  on
about.com  speaking  about  the expected  length  of  the Iraq  War.  "It  is unknowable  how
long  that  conflict  [the  war  in  Iraq]  will  last.  It  could  last  six  days,  six  weeks.  I doubt  six
months."  (para.  4). Donald  Rurnsfeld  also  made  a habit  of  using  Bible  quotes  on the
headings  of  military  progress  reports  from  the  Pentagon  to President  Bush  during  the  Iraq
War.2L
After  the  presidential  race  and  the reelection  of  George  W. Bush  in  2004,  it
seemed  that  the  Christian  Right  was  the  most  powerful  political  force  in  the  United  States
of  America.  Conservative  political  leaders  had  actively  sought  out  the support  of  the
Christian  Right  and its leadership  since  Richard  Nixon.  Christian  Right  leaders  were
frequent  visitors  and  confidants  to every  president  since  Dwight  Eisenhower.
Conservative  Republican  leadership  in  the presidency  and  both  houses  of
congress  had  embraced  the  agenda(s)  of  the  Christian  Right.  Christians  held  incredibly
powerful  posts  in  the government  of  the United  States.
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Part  Two:
The  Christian  Right  and  American  Political
Leadership
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Richard  Nixon,  Jirnmy  Carter,  Ronald  Reagan,  and  George  W.  Bush.  In  some  cases,  the
leaders  of  the  Christian  Right  have  actually  taken  credit  for  the  election  of  political
leaders.  But  what  kind  of  relationships  did  American  political  leaders  have  with  the
Christian  Right,  really?  In  this  part  of  "The  Bible  and the Ballot,"  we  will  examine  those
relationships.  We  will  use the  intervals  of  presidential  administrations,  from  Dwight
Eisenhower  to George  W.  Bush  to define  the  timeline  for  such  examination,  and will  look
at the  relationships  between  Presidents,  Senators,  Congressmen,  and  the Christian  Right.
Dwight  D. Eisenhower
1953-1961
The Reverend Billy  Graham began his ministry  in 1947, when he joined Youth for
Christ International  as senior pastor. Graharn had met with Hate  Trurnan in 1950, and
had  held  a press  conference  after  the  meeting  in  which  he was  photographed  kneeling  and
praying on the White House lawn. Henry Luce, publisher of  Life magazine began to
feature  Graharn  in  the magazine.  By  1952,  Graham  was  a well-known  figure  in  America.
It  was  also in 1952  that  Graharn  preached  on  the steps of  the Capitol,  which  drew  over
forty  thousand  people.  It  was  the  first  time  that  a religious  service  would  be held  at the
Capitol.  Martin  (1996)  states  that  only  through  an act of  Congress  could  an event  like  this
take  place,  and  that  House  Speaker  Sam  Rayburn  (D.-Texas)  was  the  force  behind  the
act.l' "That  Graharn  was  able  to achieve  such  a coup  signaled  his  growing  influence  in  the
political  realm.  He had  been  invited  to hold  the crusade  by a bipartisan  group  of  senators
and  representatives,  and  he used  his  sojourn  in  the  capital  to forge  further  links  to power"
(p.  31).
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denoiu'icement  and  ridicule,  go loyally  on in  their  work  of  exposing  the  pinks,  the
lavenders,  and  the  reds  who  have  sought  refuge  beneath  the  wings  of  the
American  eagle  and  from  that  vantage  point,  try  in  every  subtle,  undercover  way
to bring  comfort,  aid,  and  help  to  the  greatest  enemy  we  have  ever  known-
communism"  (Martin,  1996,  p.35).
Other  conservative  Protestants  offered  their  support  to McCarthy,  who  was  not  an
evangelical  Christian.  Billy  James  Hargis,  founder  of  the  Christian  Crusade  and  Carl
McIntire,  leader of  the American Council  of  Christian  Churches joined  McCarthy's
crusade.  McCarf:hy  credited  the  men  with  providing  him  with  valuable  research.  Much  of
McCarthy's  data had come from the Church League ofAmerica,  a group that McIntire
was  associated  with,  which  had  thousands  of  files  on American  Christians.  Both  men
believed that"modernist"  Christian groups such as the World Courtcil  of  Churches
(WCC) and the National  Council  of  Churches (NCC) were hotbeds of  communist
support.  McIntire  also believed  that  the new  Revised  Standard  Edition  of  the  Bible  (of
which  the  NCC  approved)  was  "an  unholy,  un-American,  communist-inspired  translation
designed  to undermine  authentic  faith"  (Martin,  1996,  p. 37).  After  McCarthy  was
censured  and excoriated  both  in  the media  and  by  public  opinion,  Graharn  tried  to
distance  himself  from  McCarthy.  Hargis  and  McIntire  continued  to support  McCarthy,
and  continued  to view  communism  as the single  greatest  threat  to the  United  States.
Billy  Graham  wrote  to General  Dwight  Eisenhower  in 1951  asking  the General  to
run  for  president  in  1952.  Graham  also  went  to Eisenhower's  European  headquarters  to
speak  with  the General.  After  Eisenhower  won  the  election,  he asked
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Another  Fellowship  and  ICL  member  was  Senator  Alex  Wiley  (R-Wisconsin),
who  was  chair  of  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  in  1954.  It  was  Wiley,
according  to Sharlet  (2008),  who  involved  the  United  States  in  the  internal  affairs  of
Guatemala. "He  [Wileyl  declared a democratically  elected governrnent in Guatemala a
front  for  communist  invasion  and  quietly  green-lighted  U.S.  participation  in  its
overthrow"  (p.  199).  Wiley  also  supported  Ngo  Dinh  Diem,  a Vietnamese  Catholic,  who
claimed  that  he  was  "directly  and  personally  aided  by  God",  to take  control  of  the
government  of  South  Vietnam.
In 1954, when the Supreme Court ruled in Brown v. Board  of  Education,
effectively  ending  segregation,  the  reaction  by  many  conservative  Christians  troubled
both  Eisenhower  and  Graham.  Graharn  was  asked  by  Eisenhower  to  meet  with  white
Southern  religious  leaders  in  an effort  to convince  the  leaders  that  integration  was  the
right,  and  Christian  thing  to do;  however,  both  Eisenhower  and  Graham  wished  to  move
slowly.  "[Graham]  had  little  doubt  that,  like  President  Eisenhower  and  himself,  God
approved  of  a gradual  approach  to integration"  (Martin,  1996,  p. 43).  Graharn  met  with
Martin  Luther  King  Jr. and  other  Civil  Rights  leaders  in  1957  and,  in  1960  Graham  paid
the  bail  for  the  arrested  King  in  Montgomery,  Alabama.  Graharn  also  made  it clear  that
blacks  were  welcome  at his  crusades.  Many  of  Graham's  supporters  in  the  South
abandoned  him  because  of  his  actions  regarding  Civil  Rights  and  integration.
It  was  in  the  White  House  that  Graham  first  met  Richard  Nixon  (then  vice
president).  Nixon  and  Graham  became  close  friends,  and  Graham  would  serve  an
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Kennedy  election,  stating  that  a Roman  Catholic  presidency  would  result  in  a conflict  of
allegiances.6'
Keru'iedy,  however,  met  with  Rev.  Graham  on  many  occasions.  While  Graham  did
not  enjoy  the  same  amount  of  access  to the  White  House  that  he had  possessed  during  the
Eisenhower  administration,  Graham  and  Kennedy  played  golf  together  and Graham  was  a
frequent  guest  at the  Keru'iedy  estate.  Graham  was  also present  at the annual  National
Prayer  Breakfast with  Kennedy during all three years of  Kennedy's  presidency. At one
press  briefing,  Kennedy  introduced  a surprised  Graham  to the assembled  reporters  and
said  that  Graham  would  now  take  some  questions.  Graham  expressed  his  support  for
Kennedy  and  also said  that  the  president's  Catholicism  should  not  be an issue.
Conservative  Christian  leaders  such  as Billy  James  Hargis  and  Carl  McIntire  denounced
Graham  for  his  endorsement  of  Kennedy.
The  leaders  of  various  Christian  organizations  also  reacted  to many  of  Kennedy's
legislative  initiatives.  The  John  Birch  Society  inveighed  against  the fluoridation  of  water
as a communist  plot.  Billy  James  Hargis  declared  that  Kennedy  was  a socialist.  The
failure  at the Bay  of  Pigs  was  illustrative,  in  the  minds  of  Christian  Right  activists,  of  the
implicit  involvement  of  the  Kennedy  administration  with  comrnunists.7'  In  Congress,
conservative  Christians  included  Congressman  Waiter  Judd  (R-Miru'iesota)  and  Senator
Thomas  Dodd  (D-Connecticut).
In 1957,  the Soviet  Union  had  launched  Sputnik,  the world's  first  satellite.  When
Kennedy  began  to emphasize  the  importance  of  space exploration  for  the  United  States,
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folk  were  back  in  charge,  or  at least  back  in  favor,  as many  felt  they  had  not  been  during
the  Kennedy  years"  (Martin,  1996,  p. 95).
In  1964,  Lyndon  Johnson  ran  for  the  presidency  as the incumbent  president.  His
opponent  was  the conservative  Barry  Goldwater.  Goldwater  received  the  support  of  many
conservative  Christians.  It  was  also  in 1964  that  he Christian  Right  became  a force  in
American  politics.  Phyllis  Schlafly,  founder  of  the  Eagle  Forum,  speaks  about  the
importance  of  1964  and states,  "Nineteen  sixty-four  was  the  year  when  grassroots
conservative  Republicans  took  control  of  the Republican  Party,  and  they've  had  it, more
or less, ever  since"  (Martin,  1996,  p. 88).  Goldwater  lost  the election  in  a landslide.
Goldwater  hoped  to win  the  entire  South,  but  only  took  his  home  state  of  Arizona
(barely),  Alabama,  Georgia,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and South  Carolina.
Lyndon  Johnson  continued  the aggressive  social  legislative  agenda  that  Kennedy
had  begun.  Johnson's  "Great  Society"  programs  were,  for  the  most  part,  supported  by
Graham.  Graham  also  believed  that  the  escalating  war  in South  Vietnarn  against  the
communists  in  the  North  was  a worthy  cause  for  America  (in  an echo  of  his  previous
anti-communist  efforts).  Jeff  Sharlet  (2008)  reports,  ...in  1966,  Graham  followed  LBJ  to
the podium of the National Prayer Breakfast to preach the fiiry of Christ down on
America"s  enemies  in Vietnarn"  (p. 218).
The  1964  Civil  RightsAct  drew  fire  from  conservative  Christians,  especially  in
the  South.  The  Act  also  was  the event  that  forced  many  formerly  Democratic  southern
politicians  into  the Republican  fold.  Frank  Lambert  (2008)  writes,  "The  civil  rights
movement  led  to a realignment  of  the  political  parties  as the "Solid  South"  abandoned  the
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Richard  Nixon/Gerald  Ford
1969-1977
Billy  Graharn  was  relieved  that  Lyndon  Johnson  was  not  going  to run  for  the
presidency  in 1968.  It  made  it easy  for  Graham  to endorse  his  old  friend,  Richard  Nixon.
Richard  Nixon  actively  sought  the  votes  of  the emerging  Christian  Right,  even  though
many  Christians  do not  agree  with  Quaker  philosophy.  Quakers  do not  believe  that  the
Bible  is the inerrant  Word  of  God,  nor  do they  celebrate  Christmas  or Easter.  Nixon  and
his campaign  staff  minitnized  his  Quaker  upbringing  and  instead  focused  on the
"Christian"  religion  of  Nixon  during  the  campaign  as a tool  to attract  conservative
Christian  support.  The  presidential  campaign  of  1968  (and  the  administration  of  Richard
Nixon)  was  the first  instance  of  an overt  attempt  by an American  president  to attract  the
support  of  the  Christian  Right,  but  it  would  not  be the last.
Richard  Nixon  initiated  weekly  White  House  prayer  services,  held  every  Sunday,
with  Graham  frequently  featured  as preacher.  Nixon  also instructed  his  staff  to invite
wealthy  individuals  with  strong  religious  convictions  to the  White  House  services.  Nixon
and  his  staff,  especially  Charles  Colson,  carefully  cultivated  relationships  with  powerful
Christian  Right  leaders.  Colson  later  admits  that  the Sunday  White  House  services  were
used  for  political  purposes.  "Sure,  we  used  the  prayer  breakfasts  and church  services  and
all that  for  political  ends. I was  part  of  doing  that...We  turned  those  events  into  quasi-
social,  quasi-spiritual,  quasi-political  events,  and  brought  in  a whole  host  of  religious
leaders  to hold  worship  services  for  the  president  and  his  family-and  three  hundred
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After  the  burglars  were  arrested  at the  Watergate  Hotel  in 1972,  the  nation  had  no
idea  (yet)  of  the level  of  involvement  by  President  Nixon  in  the  Watergate  affair.  Randall
Balmer  (2008)  writes,  "Gradually,  however,  the  magnitude  of  the Watergate  scandal
became  apparent.  Special  prosecutors,  fighting  through  the  Nixon  administration's
persistent  and determined  efforts  to subvert  justice,  finally  began  to secure  convictions  or
plea  bargains  from  White  House  officials"  (p. 66).
When  it  was  revealed  that  Richard  Nixon  had  installed  sophisticated  recording
devices  in  the White  House,  and  that  many  of  his  meetings  and  phone  calls  were
recorded,  prosecutors  fought  the White  House  for  access  to the  tapes.  In 1974,  the
Supreme  Court  ruled  that  Nixon  must  release  the tapes  to prosecutors.  Richard  Nixon
resigned  from  the  presidency  three  weeks  later.  When  transcripts  of  the  tapes  were
released  to the  public,  conservative  Cl'iristians  (and  especially  Billy  Graham)  were
shocked.  Balmer  (2008)  notes  that  Graham  was,  "...physically  sickened-but  not  by
Nixon's  extra-legal  maneuvers  or by  his  attempts  to subvert  the  Constitution.  He was
upset  by  his  friend's  use of  foul  language"  (p. 67).
When  Richard  Nixon  resigned  from  the  presidency  during  the fallout  from
Watergate,  conservative  Christian  leaders  in  the  fledgling  Christian  Right  began  to
believe  that  they  had  been  used  by  the  Nixon  White  House,  and  that  Richard  Nixon  was
not  the man  they  had  thought  him  to be. Billy  Graham,  especially,  was  despondent  that
his  old  friend  had  been  involved  in  the attempts  to deceive  the nation.  Martin  (1996)
writes,  "Watergate  sobered  Graham  mightily  and  made  him  more  wary  of  patrolling  the
corridors  of  power  in  Washington.  Looking  back  on his  association  with  prominent
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President's  men"  (para.  6). Ford,  however,  met  with  conservative  Christians  such  as Zeoli
and  Graham  on  regular  occasions,  and  attended  weekly  prayer  services  with
Congressman  John  Rhodes  (R-Arizona),  former  Defense  Secretaty  Melvin  Laird,
Congressman  Al  Quie  (R-A4iru'iesota),  Congressman  John  Conlan  (R-Arizona).
Representative  Conlan  and  Bill  Bright  were  instrumental  in  taking  over  the
leadership  of  the Christian  Freedom  Foundation  (CFF)  in 1975.  Ed  McAteer,  from  the
conservative Council for  National  Policy (CNP) became president of  the publishing arm
of  the  CFF  in 1975.  Third  Century  Publishers  was  established  "for  the  purpose  of
promoting  books  and  study  guides  designed  to link  a comprehensive  conservative
political  agenda  with  born-again  Christianity"  (as cited  by  Dillen,  V. n.d.,  para.  1). One
of  the biggest  backers  of  Third  Century  Publishers  was  Richard  M.  DeVos,  president  of
Amway.  DeVos  was  an old  friend  of  Gerald  Ford  and  also  hailed  from  Grand  Rapids,
Michigan.  De Vos  has been  very  active  in conservative  Christian  organizations  since  the
late 1960's.  DeVos  was  the co-chairman  of  the Gerald  R. Ford  Foundation,  member  of
the CNP,  a major  contributor  to the  CFF,  member  of  the Board  of  Directors  of  Robert
Schuller  Ministries,  and  past-chairman  of  the  Republican  National  Committee.  Vicky
Dillen  (n.d.)  reports,  "DeVos  has functioned  for  years  as the quiet  godfather  and  financial
angel  of  the  Religious  Right"  (para.  3). DeVos  and  Amway  were  some  of  the biggest
contributors  to the GOP  in 1976,  giving  an estimated  2.6 million  in  "soft  money."  DeVos
was  also  a supporter  of  GOPAC,  a conservative  political  action  committee  founded  by
Pierre  S. du  Pont  (R-Delaware).  GOPAC's  past  leadership  includes  many  conservative
politicians  with  ties  to the Christian  Right  including  former  Oklahoma  Governor  Frank
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Jimmy  Carter
1976-1980
Gerald  Ford  did  not  use  his  religion  in  the  1976  presidential  race,  but  Jimmy
Carter  did  use  his  religious  credentials.  Wilcox  and  Larsen  (2006)  report,  "Jimrny  Carter,
Democratic  governor  of  Georgia,  was  a deeply  religious  man  who  had  taught  Sunday
school  for  many  years,  and  his  sister  was  an evangelist.  Carter  publicly  called  on
evangelicals  to abandon  their  historical  distrust  of  politics,  and  his  campaign  mobilized
white  evangelicals  to vote  in  greater  numbers  than  in  past  elections"  (p.  40).  Carter's
election  signaled  to many  that  there  was  real  power  in  the  evangelical  vote.  In  fact,  Time
magazine  declared  1976  "The  Year  of  the  Evangelical."  Frank  Lambert  writes,  "[1976]
signified  the  coming-out  of  evangelicals,  in  particular  southern  evangelicals,  in  American
politics.  With  the  help  of  southern  evangelicals,  Catter  and  the  Democrats  reclaimed  the
South,  winning  all  of  the  region's  electoral  votes,  after  Nixon  and  the  Republicans  had
swept  the  South  in  1968  and  1972.  Carter  was  well-suited  to burnish  the  image  of
evangelicals,  whom  most  of  the  country  regarded  as backward,  uneducated  extremists"
(p. 199).
Christian  Right  leaders  Pat  Robertson,  Jeri'y  Falwell,  Bill  Bright,  Tim  LaHaye,
Billy  Graharn,  'Martin  Luther  King  Sr.,  Francis  Schaeffer,  James  Robison,  Jirnmy
Swaggart,  and  Oral  Roberts  all  solidly  supported  Carter.  Once  in  office,  however,
Carter's  actions  confused  then  infuriated  conservative  evangelical  Christians.  Carter  first
organized  the  Department  of  Education  as a cabinet-level  post.  Conservative  Christians
had  long  been  opposed  to any  government  involvement  in,  or  regulation  of,  education.
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leading  theorists  of  the  Christian  Right.  Schaeffer  had  at first  been  a supporter  of  Jimrny
Carter.  He  was  now,  by  1977,  working  hard  behind  the  scenes  to get  rid  of  Carter.
In  early  1978,  the  fact  that  Carter  was  losing  the  support  of  the  Christian  Right
became  evident  at a meeting  in  the  White  House  hosted  by  Carter  for  a group  of
conservative  Christian  leaders.  Present  at the  breakfast  were  Jerry  Falwell,  Oral  Roberts,
Rex  Hurnbard,  Jim  Bakker,  Charles  Stanley,  and  Tim  LaHaye.  The  men  were  not  happy
with  Carter's  initiatives  during  his  presidency  and  were  not  happy  that  more  of  their
number  had  not  been  included  in  the  Carter  Administration.  The  men  agreed  on  that  day
that  they  would  do everything  that  they  could  to elect  a man  to the  White  House  who
actually  acted  on  their  agenda,  instead  of  just  talking  about  it. Christian  Author  Tim
LaHaye  recalls,
"After  the  meeting,  I prayed  this  prayer:  "God,  we  have  got  to get  this  man  out  of
the  White  House  and  get  someone  in  here  who  will  be aggressive  about  bringing
back  traditional  moral  values....We  all  had  made  a cornrnitment  to God  that  day
that...we  were  going  to get  involved  in  the  political  process  and  do everytbing  we
could  to wake  up  the  Christians  to be participating  citizens  instead  of  sitting  back
and  letting  other  people  decide  who  will  be our  government  leaders"  (Martin,
1996,  p. 189).
In  1979,  Jerry  Falwell  formed  the  Moral  Majority.  It  was  the  Moral  Majority  that
energized  evangelical  Christians  and  began,  in  ean'iest,  to register  Christian  voters,  who
in  turn  would  help  to elect  the  next  President  of  the  United  States.
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opposed  legislation  that  would  have  barred  homosexuals  from  teaching  jobs"  (p. 208).
But  Reagan,  during  his  presidential  campaign,  had  actively  sought  the  support  of  the
evangelical  Christian  Right-the  very  groups  that  should  have  been  opposed  to divorce,
abortion,  and  the  rights  of  homosexuals.
Reagan appeared at the NationalAffairs  Briefing, a meeting of  conservative
Christian  leaders  arranged  by  televangelist  James  Robison  and  sponsored  by  the
Religious  Roundtable,  in  August  of  1980.  The  guest  list  of  the  meeting  contained  most  of
the leadership  of  the Christian  Right  and  included  Paul  Weyrich,  Howard  Phillips,  Ed
McAteer,  James  Robison,  Phyllis  Schlafly,  Tim  LaHaye,  Jerry  Falwell,  Pat  Robertson,
and  Jesse Helms.  Reagan  gave  a speech  that  again  got  the attention  of  the Christian
Right.  Columnists  Eric  Marus  and Greg  Warner  (2004)  state,
"Reagan  was  present  -  and  uttered  one of  his  most  famous  lines  -  at the meeting
that  many  credit  as the  birth  of  the  Religious  Right,  which  molded  evangelical
Protestant  conservatism  into  a cohesive  political  movement.  At  the  Religious
Roundtable's  National  Affairs  Briefing  in 1980,  after  being  introduced  by a
Southern  Baptist  evangelist  as "God's  man,"  Reagan  -  then  a presidential
candidate  -  told  the  gathering  of  conservative  Christian  luminaries,  "I
know  you  can't  endorse  me,  but  I endorse  you."  Reagan's  quip  launclied  a
relationship  with  conservative  Christians  that  would  eventually  reshape  America's
political  landscape"  (para.  3).
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practitioners  did  not  constitute  such  a risk.  Koop  also  began  to inveigh  ag  ainst  tobacco
and  required  that  cigarettes  come  with  a health  warning,  infuriating  Southern  lawmakers.
As  AIDS  became  more  and  more  of  a problem,  Koop  sent  out  pamphlets  about  AIDS
prevention  to American  households.  Gay  activists  were  not  pleased  with  the  pamphlet's
characterization  of  AIDS  as a "gay  disease"  and  the Christian  Right  was  not  pleased  with
the  pamphlet's  endorsement  of  safe sexual  practices  and  the  use of  condoms.  Leaders  of
the Christian  Right  sought  Koop's  resignation  over  the  pamphlets.
Reagan,  who  ran  for  the  presidency  on a platform  of  overturning  Roe v. Wade,
actually  made  little  if  any  attempt  to do so. In  fact,  when  Senator  Jesse Helms  (R-North
Carolina)  and Congressman  Henry  Hyde  (R-Illinois)  presented  an anti-abortion  bill
known as the Human Life Statute, Reagan offered no support and the bill  failed. Martin
(1996)  reports,  "Reagan  had  indicated  he believed  human  life  began  at conception,  but
the  White  House  offered  no support  of  the  Helms-Hyde  bill,  which  baffled  and  frustrated
most  anti-abortion  activists"  (p. 227).  Reagan  also ran  on the  promise  of  a constitutional
amendment  allowing  prayer  in  public  schools;  however,  Reagan  also did  very  little  to
push  this  issue.
Some  members  of  the  Reagan  administration  actually  tried  to minimize  the
influence  of  the  Christian  Right  leaders.  In  the White  House  itself,  access  for  Christian
Right  leaders  became  severely  limited.  The  president  and  his  administration  all  distanced
themselves  from  the Christian  Right  leaders  that  had  been  so important  to their  political
victories.  When  Reagan  had  a chance  to appoint  a new  Supreme  Court  Justice,  instead  of
appointing  a conservative,  Reagan  appointed  the  moderate  Sandra  Day  O'Connor.
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actively  engaged  with  communist  leaders  in  the Soviet  Union,  sex education  was  being
taught  in  schools,  crime  rates  were  high,  drug  use was  rampant,  and  AIDS  was  becoming
a real  problem,  which  leaders  of  the Christian  Right  pointed  out  was  a "homosexual"
disease  and  indicative  of  the  damage  that  sexual  permissiveness  would  bring.
Notwithstanding  the  failures  of  the  Reagan  administration  to act  on  the social
issues  that  were  of  paramount  importance  to the Christian  Right,  the  years  of  Reagan's
presidency  served  to strengthen  the ties  and  the  relationship  between  the  Christian  Right
and  the  Republican  Party.  Balmer  (2006)  states,  "Indeed,  Reagan's  election  in 1980  and
his  reelection  four  years  later  cemented  the  political  alliance  between  the  Religious  Right
and  the  Republican  Party.  Ever  since,  shamelessly  exploiting  the "abortion  myth",  the
fiction  that  the  Religious  Right  mobilized  in  direct  response  to the 1973  Roe v. Wade
decision,  leaders  of  the  Religious  Right  have  preached  that  neoconservative  ideology  and
Republican  Party  politics  offer  the  most  compelling  representation  of  the evangelical
faith"  (pp.  xviii-xix).
In 1986,  televangelist  Pat  Robertson  decided  to riu'i  for  the  presidency.  Robertson,
with  the  help  of  his  broadcasting  network  (CBN)  would  raise  millions  of  dollars  to
finance  his  campaign.  Pat  Robertson  was  (and  is) a televangelist  from  the  "charismatic"
wing  of  Christianity.  Robertson  frequently  speaks  in "tongues"  during  his  television
show,  heals  people  by  prayer  long-distance  from  his television  studio,  commands  storms
to move  in  the  name  of  God,  and  inveighs  against  all  kinds  of  evil  from  his  pulpit.  lo'
Robertson  had  formerly  eschewed  political  involvement  from  Christians,  and had
declined  the invitation  from  Jerry  Falwell  to join  the Moral  Majority  But  Robertson's
98
observes,  ...but  they  [evangelicals]  don't  really  believe  they  have  the  power  to divert
hurricanes,  they  are likely  to regard  tongue-speaking  as a self-induced  delusionary
activity,  and  they  are quite  unlikely  to expect  to see the  lame,  the  blind,  and  the deaf
healed  right  before  their  eyes"  (p. 295).  Pat  Robertson  did  not  receive  the  nomination  of
the Republican  Party  and  George  H. W.  Bush  handily  won  the  election  against  the
nominee  of  the  Democratic  Party,  Massachusetts  governor  Michael  Dukakis.
George  H.W.  Bush
1989-1993
While  the Christian  Right  had  a Christian  Republican  in the White  House,  George
H. W.  Bush,  an Episcopalian,  was  a mystery  to them.  Bush  was  much  more  actively
involved  in church  than  Reagan  ever  was,  but  unlike  Reagan,  Bush  did  not  make
religious  speeches  or allusions  to Christian  principles.  Bush  did  not  "wear  his  religion  on
his  sleeve."  While  Bush's  views  regardmg  abortion,  school  prayer,  and  other  issues  were
basically  the same  as the views  of  the Christian  Right,  Bush  was  still  viewed  with
suspicion.  Martin  (1996)  writes,  "He  [Bush]  is not  a true  believer.  When  other  people
talked  about  religion  all  the  time  and  made  it  their  raison  d'etre  for  everything,  it  made
him  uncomfortable.  It's  just  not  something  he did....  There  really  was  a disconnect,  and  it
happened  time  and  again"  (p. 310).  Evangelical  Christians  on  the  Right  never  felt  that
Bush  was  "one  of  them."
Bush,  iu'ilike  Reagan,  did  not  appoint  many  evangelicals  to leadership  positions
within  his  administration,  much  to the chagrin  of  Christian  Right  leaders.  Lindsay  (2007)
states,  "President  George  H. W. Bush,  who  described  to me  his own  personal  faith  as
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well  as political  leader  of  the  nation.  This  view  helps  explain  the  vehemence  with  which
Christian  Right  activists  pressured  Congress  to impeach  and  remove  President  Clinton
from  office"  (p. 20).
However,  Bill  Clinton  actually  supported  more  religious  expression  in  public
schools  and  urged  the  Supreme  Court  to relax  the laws  regarding  school  prayer.  In  1994,
the Supreme  Court  ruled  that  student  religious  groups  were  entitled  to equal  access  to
school  property.  Also,  the  number  of  abortions  fell  during  the  Clinton  administration.
Clinton's  philosophy  that  abortions  should  be "safe,  legal,  and  rare"  actually  worked  for  a
while.  Pro-life  activists,  both  Democratic  and  Republican,  were  impressed  by  the  decline
in  abortions  during  the Clinton  years.
Clinton  also  accomplished  a compromise  with  conservatives  and the Christian
Right  on the  issue  of  gay  rights.  Ronald  Reagan  had issued  a ban  on homosexuals  serving
in  the  military  in 1982.  Clinton  lobbied  for  a "Don't  Ask,  Don't  Tell"  policy  to protect
gay  members  of  the  military,  effectively  lifting  the  Reagan  ban.  While  the  proposed
legislation  never  materialized,  Clinton  issued  Defense  Directive  1304.26  in  1993,  in
which  the military  was  not  allowed  to ask about  the sexual  orientation  of  any service
member.  While  the  policy  was  not  exactly  what  activists  in  the gay  community  had  called
for,  the  policy  was  acceptable  to them  (for  a while).  Conservatives,  who  had  called  for  an
out-and-out  ban  on gays  joining  any  branch  of  the  military,  were  unhappy  with  the
directive.  But  the directive  held  until  2010.
Bill  Clinton  had  always  professed  his  Christian  faith.  In  the White  House,  Clinton
frequently  met  with  evangelical  pastors  and  leaders.  Balmer  (2008)  states,
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of  the  Cbristian  Right  began  to bear  fruit.  Conservatives  now  constituted  a significant
portion  of  both  the Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives.  In  the Senate,  conservatives
who  enjoyed  the  support  of  the Christian  Right,  and who  now  both  publicly  and  privately
endorsed  the agenda  of  conservative  Christians  included  many  names  that  the
contemporary  reader  may  recognize:
a Trent  Lott  (R-Mississippi)  (Baptist)
a Richard  Shelby  (R-Alabama)  (Presbyterian)
a Frank  Murkowski  (R-Alaska)  (Roman  Catholic)
o John  McCain  (R-Arizona)  (Baptist)
Chuck  Grassley  (R-Iowa)  (Baptist)
Sam  Brownback  (R-Kansas)  (Roman  Catholic)  (Brownback  is a prominent
member  of  The Family:)
Arlen  Spector  (R-Pennsylvania)  (Jewish)
In  the House  of  Representatives,  the  numbers  of  conservative  Christians  and
supporters  of  the  Christian  Right  were  even  more  significant,  and  included:
Bob  Riley  (R-Alabama)  (Baptist)
John  Shadegg  (R-Arizona)  (Episcopalian)  (Shadegg  is a member  of  The Family)
J.D.  Hayworth  (R-Arizona)  (Baptist)
Duke  Curu'iingham  (R-California)  (Church  of  Christ)
Chris  Shays  (R-Connecticut)  (Christian  Science)
Joe Scarborough  (R-Florida)  (Baptist)  (Scarborough  is now  the  host  of  "Morning
Joe"  on MSNBC)
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Many  of  the leaders  named  above  are still  Senators  and  Representatives  in  the
Congress  of  the United  States.  Many  (if  not  most)  of  these  leaders  were  elected  with  the
support  of  Christian  Right  voters.  These  leaders,  in  turn,  have  embraced  the  agenda  and
ideology  of  the Christian  Right  and  some  have  moved  farther  and  farther  to the Right  in
search  of  conservative  support.  The  contemporary  political  enthusiast  will  recognize
many  of  the  names  presented  above  as being  voices  in  the  current  political  dialogue.
The  new  conservative  leaders  in Congress,  Newt  Gingrich,  Tom  DeLay,  Bill
Frist,  Richard  Armey,  and  John  Boehner,  wrote  a document  they  entitled  the "Contract
with  America,"  espousing  conservative  political  positions,  which  the Christian  Right
would  recognize  as their  own. Blumenthal  (2009) writes, "The  ten-point  "Contract  for
America"  [sic]  that  Gingrich  and  Armey  drafted  upon  entering  Congress  was  a right-wing
wish  list,  from  term  limits  and  denying  welfare  to teen  mothers  to drastically  expanding
the criteria  for  imposing  the  death  penalty"  (p. 85).
When  the  two  "Articles  of  Impeachment"  against  President  Clinton  were
delivered  to the  United  States  Senate  by  the  House  of  Representatives  in  late  1998,  the
Senate  initiated  the  required  procedures  to finish  the  job  that  conservatives  in  the  House
had  began.  The  Senate  trial  began  in 1999  and  the  Senate  rejected  both  articles.l2'
Balmer  (2008)  writes,  "Conservatives,  including  many  leaders  of  the  Religious  Right,
were  furious  at the Senate's  inability  to remove  Clinton  from  office.  They  believed  that
they  had  him  in  the  crosshairs,  but  the Senate  had  failed  to pull  the  trigger"  (pp.  141-
142).  Balmer  also  writes  that  the  Lewinsky  affair  and  the failure  of  the impeachment
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but  I sense  my  counQ  is going  to need  me.  I know  it  won't  be easy on  me  or  my  family,
but  God  wants  me  to do it"  (p. 109).  It  was  this  conversation  that  began  the  important
relationship  that  George  W. Bush  would  have  with  the  Christian  Right.  Robison  would
arrange  a meeting  in 1999  between  Bush  and  leaders  of  the  Christian  Right.  Mansfield
(2004)  reports,  "The  meeting  lasted  about  ninety  minutes,  and  by  the  time  Bush  was  done
talking  and  fielding  questions,  the  pastors  there  began  to feel  that  he was  not  just  another
politician  peddling  religion  for  votes.  [James]  Dobson  also supported  Bush,  and  Pat
Robertson  said  that  George  W. Bush  was  the most  electable  candidate  carrying  the  flag
for  the  issues  about  which  conservative  Christians  cared.  After  these  endorsements,  Bush
enjoyed  strong  support  from  the religious  wing  of  the Republican  Party"  (pp. 111-112).
"  14' George  Bush  (like  Barry  Goldwater)  had  also spoke  of  the  "decay"  of  America.
Bush  (1999)  writes,  "During  the  more  than  half-century  of  my  life,  we  have  seen an
unprecedented  decay  in  our  American  culture,  a decay  that  has eroded  the  foundations  of
our  collective  values  and moral  standards  of  conduct"  (p. 229).
After  his  election  in  2000,  Bush  pleased  many  conservatives  and  the  Christian
Right.  Bush  initiated  a series  of  "faith-based  initiatives"  (similar  to what  he had done  as
governor  of  Texas),  which  empowered  religious  groups  to become  more  active  in societal
roles.  Bush  appointed  many  conservative  Christians  to important  roles  in  his
administration.  Bush  called  for  an end  to "partial-birth"  abortion.  Bush  placed  severe
restrictions  on  stem-cell  research.  George  W. Bush  refused  to sign  the Kyoto  Protocol  on
climate  change,  which  required  the  reduction  of  greenhouse  gasses  in  the atmosphere
(many  on the Christian  Right  believe  that  "global  warming"  is a myth  perpetuated  by
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Condoleeza  Rice-National  Security  Advisor/Secretary  of  State
Don  Evans-Commerce  Secretary
Henry  Paulson-Secretary  of  the Treasury
Gale  Norton-Secretary  of  the Interior
Elaine  Chao-Secretary  of  Labor
John  Bolton-United  States  Ambassador  to the  United  Nations
John  Danforth-United  States  Ambassador  to the  United  Nations
James  Baker-Chief  Legal  Advisor  to the  President
Bill  Bennett-Director  of  the  Office  of  National  Drug  Control  Policy
Karen  Hughes-Chief  Advisor  to the  President/Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Public
Diplomacy  and  Public  Affairs
Andrew  Card-Chief  of  Staff
Karl  Rove-Deputy  Chief  of  Staff
Harriet  Miers-White  House  Counsel
Monica  Goodling-Office  of  the Attorney  General  of  the  United  States
Eric  Keroack-Deputy  Assistant  for  Population  Affairs-HHS
Susan  Dudley-Office  of  Information  and  Regulatory  Affairs
Karl  Zinsmeister-Chief  Domestic  Policy  Advisor  to the Resident
Fran  Mainella-Director  National  Park  Service
W. David  Hager-FDA  Pmiel  on Women's  Health
Paul  Bonicelli-Deputy  Director-Agency  for  International  Development
a J. Robert  Brame  III-National  Labor  Relations  Board
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night  knowing  that  George  Bush  is in  the  White  House"  (The  Jesus  Factor,  transcript,  p.
7).
Cizik's  words  may  very  well  siun  up the  enthusiasm  that  the Christian  Right  had
for  George  W. Bush.  Virtually  all  Christian  Right  leaders  and  groups  endorsed  Bush  in
2000  and  again,  in  2004.  George  W. Bush  enjoyed  more  support  from  the  Christian
Right,  the  Religious  Right,  Conservative  Christians,  and  Christian  Fundamentalists  than
any  other  political  figure  in  the history  of  the rise  of  the  Christian  Right.  The  Christian
Right  organizations  that  supported  Bush  in  2004  included:
The Family
Focus  on the Family
The Family  Research  Council
The Christian  Crusade
The Eagle  Forum
YoungAmericans for  Freedom
The Heritage  Foundation
'  The Christian  Coalition
Concerned Women for  America
Christian  Voice
The Religious  Roundtable
The Traditional  Values  Coalition
The Council for  National  Policy
The National Association of  Evangelicals
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voiced  his  or  her  opposition  to abortion,  gay  rights  and  gay  marriage,  voiced  their  support
for  the  military  and  "our  troops",  support  for  tax  cuts  for  the  wealthy,  support  for  Israel,
and  other  components  of  the  Christian  Right  agenda,  they  could  count  on  the  support  of
conservative  Christians.
By  the  end  of  the  Bush  presidency,  conservative  Republicans  who  had  received
the  support  of  the  Christian  Right  included  many  of  the  names  that  we  see listed  at the
end  of  Bill  Clinton's  second  term.  In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  more  and  more
conservatives  became  allied  with  the  Christian  Right  including:
a Bill  Frist  (R-Tennessee)  (Presbyterian)
a John  Kyl  (R-Texas)  (Presbyterian)
a John  Ensign  (R-Nevada)  (International  Church  of  the  Foursquare  Gospel)  (John
Ensign  is a member  of  The  Family)
James  Inhofe  (R-Oklahoma)  (Presbyterian)
Larry  Craig  (R-Idaho)  (Methodist)
Rick  Santorum  (R-Pennsylvania)  (Roman  Catholic)
Richard  Lugar  (R-Indiana)  (Methodist)
a Mitch  McConnell  (R-Kentucky)  (Baptist)
John  Cornyn  (R-Texas)  (Church  of  Christ)
Orrin  Hatch  (R-Utah)  (Mormon)
David  Vitter  (R-Louisiana)  (Roman  Catholic)
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Part  Three:
Impact  of  the  Christian  Right  in  American  Politics
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D. Michael  Lindsay  (2007)  also  writes  of  the  attention  to moral  values  that  the
Christian  Right  has helped  to bring  into  the  American  political  process.  "While
evangelicals  hold  many  different  opinions,  they  have  remained  markedly  united  in  their
campaign  to interject  moral  convictions  into  American  public  life.  They  aim  for  their
leaders  to exercise  "moral  leadership"  informed  by  faith  and  are guided  by  a particular
moral  vision  of  the way  things  ought  to be"  (p. 5). Political  scientist  Kenneth  Wald  is
quoted  by Wilcox  and  Larson  (2006)  as stating,  "'It  is difficult  to identify  and  substantive
public  policy  that  has been  implemented  primarily  because  of  the Christian  Right.
Rather,  the  mobilization  of  conservative  Christians  has affected  the agenda  of  American
politics,  promoting  some  iSSues  from  obscurity  to a central  place  on the  national  agenda"
(p. 180).
But  the overwhelming  opinion  of  writers  whose  work  was  consulted  for  this  essay
are very  critical  of  the impact  of  the  Christian  Right  in  Atnerican  politics.  Many  writers,
such  as Wilcox  and  Larsen  (2006)  write  about  the  feelings  of  many  non-Christian
Americans  toward  the Christian  Right.  "Ultimately,  many  Americans  fear  the  Christian
Right  because  they  see movement  activists  issuing  harsh  condemnations  of  Americans
whose  lifestyles  differ  from  those  espoused  by the Christian  Right"  (p. 14).  The  authors
further  state,  "For  someone  who  supports  restrictions  on abortion  and  on civil  rights
protection  for  gays  and lesbians,  and  who  supports  school  prayer  and  the  teaching  of
creationism,  the Christian  Right  appears  to be a very  good  thing.  For  someone  who
opposes  these  policies,  the  movement  appears  to be a threatening,  hostile  force"  (p. 186).
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Dr.  Joel  Hunter  (2006)  is an evangelical  pastor.  He  too  is critical  of  the  Christian
Right  and states,  "...we  need  to lower  the  decibel  level  because  Christians  have  this
image  of  just  being  raving  lunatics;  and  in  some  respects  it's  well-deserved  because
people  don't  usually  get  active  unless  they're  mad.  But  that's  just  not  a good  way  to do
politics"  (p. 162).  Reverend  Jim  Wallis  (2005)  also  writes  about  the  negative  impact  that
political  involvement  by  the  Cmistian  Right  has had  not  just  on  America,  but  for
evangelical  Christians  themselves.  "  Many  of  us feel  that  our  faith  has been  stolen  and
it's  time  to take  it  back.  In  particular,  an enormous  public  misrepresentation  of
Christianity  has taken  place.  And  because  of  an almost  uniform  media  misperception,
many  people  around  the  world  now  think  that  Christian  faith  stands  for  political
commitments  that  are almost  the  opposite  of  its  true  meaning"  (p. 3).
The  results  of  political  action  on  the  part  of  the  Christian  Right  have  been  mixed.
The  Christian  Right  has been  very  successful  in  electing  their  candidates  to office,  but
their  political  goals  and  agenda  have  yet  to be fully  realized.  Christian  conservatives,
however,  did  have  some  victories.  The  election  of  Richard  Nixon  was  a victory.
However,  evangelical  conservatives  were  stunned  by  Richard  Nixon's  involvement  in
Watergate.  William  Martin  (1996)  writes,  "Today,  it  might  be difficult  to remember  how
devastating  it  was  to learn  that  the  president  of  the  United  States  and  his  closest
associates  were  guilty  not  only  of  poor  judgment,  but  of  a conscious  attempt  to deceive
the  nation...No  circle  escaped  intact,  but  evangelicals,  always  concerned  with  morality,
were  particularly  sturu'ied"  (p. 147).
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Right  still  have  yet  to be realized,  according  to most  authors,  writers,  and  scholars.
Wilcox  and  Larsen  (2006)  write,
"On  the core  issues  of  the Christian  Right  agenda,  there  has only  been  marginal
success...America  is far  from  the ban  on all  abortions  that  most  Christian  Right
activists  seek...Gays  and  lesbians  are more  integrated  into  American  public  life
and  protected  from  discrimination...Public  school  curricula  remains  secular,  and
evolution  is taught  in  biology  classes  across  the country...  Sex  education  is taught
in  most  communities...Prayer  is still  barred  from  public  schools"  (pp. 177-178).
David  Kuo  (2006)  writes,
"Since  the mid-1970's  and  with  ever  increasing  passion,  Christians  like  me have
looked  to politics  to save  America.  We  thought  that  the  right  president,  the  right
Congress,  and  the right  judge  or  justice  would  stop  abortions,  strengthen
marriage,  create  a safer  community  for  our  children,  and ensure  our  religious  faith
was  respected....But  things  are hardly  better.  Divorces  are rampant,  and  more  and
more  children  are growing  up in  a home  with  just  one  parent.  Nearly  a million  and
a half  abortions  are perfornned  every  year.  There  are more  children  in  poverty
today  than  there  were  twenty  years  ago"  (pp.  260-261).
James  Dobson,  director  of  Focus  on the Family,  recently  resigned  from  his
position  of  leadership.  Ryan  Powers  (2009)  writes  that  during  Dobson's  farewell  address,
he stated  that  the  far  right  has lost  the war.  "In  a farewell  address  to the staff  of  Focus  on
the  Family,  James  Dobson  conceded  that  evangelical  conservatives  had  lost  most  of  the
recent  so-called  "culture  war"  battles.  Attributing  the right's  recent  failures  to the
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homosexuality  has now  become  more  accepted  by  Americans,  and  homosexuals  are now
accorded  many  of  the same  rights  as everyone  else (six  states  allow  same-sex  marriage,
thirteen  other  states  recognize  "civil  unions",  and  five  more  states  recognize  same-sex
marriages  from  other  states,  but  do not  offer  their  own).1'
However,  conservative  Christians  have  been  somewhat  successful  in  passing
legislation  that  has addressed  some  of  their  agenda,  just  not  the big-ticket  items:  The
Defense ofMarriage  Act was passed during the Clinton administration; "partial-birth"
abortions  were  banned  during  the  George  W.  Bush  administration;  stem  cell  research  was
severely  limited  by George  Bush;  the debate  over  "global  warming"  (of  which  former
vice  president  Al  Gore  was  a proponent)  was  dismissed  as nonsense  by  the  Bush
administration,  which  then  withdrew  the United  States  from  the  "Kyoto  Protocol";  the
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has recently  ruled  that  corporations  may  be
considered  "individuals"  arid  contribute  to political  campaigns  as individuals,  opening  the
way  for  Christian  organizations  to contribute  to political  campaigns;  and  the  Bush
administration  also  refused  to recognize  the authority  of  the International  Criminal
Court.2' 3'
Evangelical  Christians  have  had  a positive  impact  in world  affairs.  With
evangelical  support,  the  Internatiortal  Religious  Freedom  Act  (IRFA)  was  passed  in 1989.
Private  initiatives  like  the  International  Justice  Mission  and  pastor  Rick  Warren's
PEACE  plan  are helping  the  poor  and oppressed  people  of  Africa.  The  evangelical
instihition  World  Vision  has brought  much-needed  attention  to the issue  of  AIDS  on the
African  continent,  and  provides  medicine  and  medical  attention  to tens  of  thousands  of
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selective  in  which  admonishrnents  from  scripture  they  invoke.  To  bolster  the  case against
gay  marriage,  and  homosexuality  in  general,  Christian  leaders  will  quote  from  Leviticus
18:22:  "Do  not  lie  with  a man  as one  lies  with  a woman;  that  is detestable."  Some
versions  use the  word  "aabominable'  instead  of  'detestable'.  And  further,  in  verse  23; "If
there  is a man  who  lies  with  a male  as those  who  lie  with  a woman,  both  of  them  have
committed  a detestable  act;  they  shall  surely  be put  to death.  Their  blood  is upon  them."
The  June  7, 2010  issue  of  Newsweek  magazine  contained  a one-page  article
entitled  "How  Queer  is That?"  detailing  the  actions  of  conservative  politicians  and
religious  leaders.  According  to the  article,  Congressman  Mark  Foley  (R-Florida)  voted
against gay marriage and for the House Defense ofMarriage  Act (which defines marriage
as a union  between  a man  and  a woman).  Foley  was  also one of  the  prominent  members
of  the House  who  condemned  President  Bill  Clinton's  sexual  escapades  and  led  the  move
to impeach  Clinton.  When  his  sexuality  was  questioned,  Foley  described  the  allegations
as "revolting  and  unforgivable".  Foley  was  disgraced  by  the  release  of  suggestive  emails
sent  to underage  male  pages  in  the House  of  Representatives.  He later  admitted  that  he
was  gay  (p. 56).  State  Representative  Bob  Allen  (R-Florida)  opposed  gay  adoption  in
Florida. Allen  was  arrested  for  approaching  an undercover  police  officer  in  a Florida  park
restroom and  offering  to perform  oral  sex on  the officer.  Allen  was  also co-chair  of  John
McCain's  presidential  campaign,  a position  from  which  he was  forced  to resign  (p. 56).
Senator Larry  Craig  (R-Idaho)  was  a virulent  opponent  of  gay  riglits,  gay  adoption,  and
gay  marriage.  Craig  was  arrested  in  the  Minneapolis-St.  Paul  International  Airport  for
lewd conduct  and  soliciting  sex with  an undercover  police  officer.  Craig  served  out  his
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you,  whoever  divorces  his  wife,  except  for  immorality,  and  marries  another  woman
commits  adultery"  (Matthew  19:7-9).  "And  He  [Jesus]  answered  and  said,  'Have  you  not
read,  that  He  who  created  them  from  the  beginning  made  them  male  and  female  and  said,
'For  this  cause  a man  shall  leave  his  father  and  mother,  and  shall  cleave  to  his  wife;  and
the  two  shall  become  one  flesh'?  Consequently  they  are  no longer  two,  but  one  flesh.
What  therefore  God  has  joined  together,  let  no  man  separate"  (Mark  10:  1-12).  In  the  Old
Testament,  the  admonishrnents  regarding  divorce  and  infidelity  include  the  death  penalty.
"If  a man  cheats  on  his  wife,  or  vise  versa,  both  the  man  and  the  woman  must  die"
(Leviticus  20:10).  If  a man  is found  sleeping  with  another  man's  wife,  both  the  man  who
slept  with  her  and  the  woman  must  die.  You  must  purge  the  evil  from  Israel"
(Deuteronomy  22:22).
Ronald  Reagan  (R-California)  was  the  first  man  elected  to  the  presidency  who
was  divorced.  It  is interesting  to  note  that  Reagan  was  one  of  the  first  conservative
political  leaders  to be endorsed  by  Evangelical  Christians  and  continues  to be held  up as
an example  of  "Christian"  conservative  leadership.
Newt  Gingrich  (R-Georgia)  was,  at one  time,  tird  in  line  for  the  presidency  as
the Speaker of  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives.  Gingrich  was  the  leader  of  the
efforts  to impeach  President  Bill  Clinton  for  his  extra-marital  escapades.  Gingrich  was
also  one  of  the  authors  of  the  "Contract  With  America',  an effort  by  "Christian"
conservative  political  leaders  to pass  the  initiatives  that  Evangelical  Christians  feel  are
essential.  Gingrich  is on  his  third  marriage,  and  divorced  his  s-econd  wife  as she was  in
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prisoner  of  war  in  Vietnam,  Shepp  was  involved  in  an auto  accident,  which  left  her
severely  disabled.  McCain  began  an adulterous  affair  with  Cindy  Hensley  in 1979  and
divorced  his  wife.  McCain  married  Hensley  in 1980,  three  months  after  divorcing  his  first
wife.  John  McCain  was  a candidate  for  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States  in  2004  and
2008,  and  continues  in  the  Senate.
Governor  Mark  Sanford  (R-South  Carolina)  has been  a vocal  supporter  of  the
Christian  Right,  and  is also  a member  of  The Family.  In  2009,  Governor  Sanford
disappeared  for  a week.  His  staff  said  he was  "hiking  on  the  Appalachian  Trail".  In
reality,  Sanford  was  meeting  with  his  Argentinean  mistress  in  Buenos  Aires.  He  has since
admitted  to the  affair  and  has resigned  as chairman  of  the  Republican  Governor's
Association.  His  wife  has left  him.  Mark  Sanford  lost  the 2010  gubernatorial  race  in
South  Carolina  to Nikki  Haley.
Senator  Mitch  McConnell  (R-Kentucky)  is the  Majority  Leader  in  the Senate  of
the United  States.  McCoru'iell  has always  been  a proponent  of  "Christian"  values  in
government  and  has been  the  primary  leader  in  the Senate  blocking  any  and  all  proposals
by  Democrats  in  the Senate.  McConnell  was  the  most  stringent  voice  in  support  of
George  W. Bush's  push  to war  in  Iraq.  McConnell  left  his  first  wife  in 1993  to marry
Elaine  Chao,  the  former  Secretary  of  Labor  in  the George  W. Bush  administration.
Rush  Limbaugh  is a conservative  radio  talk-show  host  who  has been  at the
forefront  of  conservative  politics  since  the days  of  Ronald  Reagan.  Limbaugh  is
considered  by  many  to be the "voice  of  conservatism"  and  the "leader  of  the  Republican
Party"  (a moniker  he denies).  Limbaugh  has also  been  the voice  for  many  conservatives
130
Tom  DeLay  (R-Texas)  is a former  House  Majority  Leader  and  conservative
Christian.  DeLay  famously  said,  "God  told  me  to restore  the  conservative  wing  of  the
Republican  Party."  DeLay  has been  convicted  on  money  laundering  and  conspiracy
charges  in  Texas.  DeLay  has been  sentenced  to three  years  in  prison  and  ten  years  of
probation.  Robert  Ney  (R-Ohio)  pled  guilty  to cotmption  charges  in  2006  in  relation  to
his  involvement  with  convicted  conspirator  Jack  Abramoff.  Ney  served  seventeen  months
of  a thirty-month  sentence  in  federal  prison.  Randy  "Duke"  Cunningham  was  convicted
on  corruption  and  bribery  charges  in  2006  and  sentenced  to eight  years  in  federal  prison.
In  the  Congress,  the influence  of  the  Christian  Right  in American  politics  has
resulted  in  an ever-increasing  intransigence  on  the  part  of  the  Republican  Party.
Incredulous  that  they  had  lost  the  White  House  in  2008,  conservatives  in  both  houses
(many  of  them  conservative  Christians)  began  to block  (or  attempt  to block)  bills  that
would  have  increased  the  popularity  of  the  new  President  Barack  Obama,  and  that  many
viewed  as healthy  for  the nation  and  good  for  the  people  of  the  United  States.
Republicans  attempted  to block  Senator  Al  Franken's  (D-Minnesota)  Anti-Rape
Amendment  to the  Defense  Appropriations  bill.  Republicans  blocked  expanded  benefits
to homeless  veterans.  Republicans  attempted  to block  the  PatientProtectiori  and
Affordable Health Care Act of 2009. Republicans attempted to block the Small Business
Lending  Bill  in  2010.  Republicans  tried  to block  the attempts  at financial  reform  in  the
American  banking  system  and opposed  the  Financial  Stimulus  Bill  of  2009.  Republicans
successfully  blocked  a bill  designed  to provide  health  benefits  to the first  responders  of
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The  April  13,  2009  issue  of  Newsweek  magazine  contained  the  cover  article
entitled  "The  Decline  and  Fall  of  Christian  America."  The  article  presents  the  results  of
the  2009  American  Religious  Identification  Survey  (ARIS),  which  states  that  the  number
of  Americans  who  profess  no religious  affiliation  rose  from  eight  percent  in 1990,  to
fifteen  percent  in  2009.  The  report  also  states  that  the percentage  of  Americans  who
describe  themselves  as Christian  fell  from  eighty-six  percent  in  1990  to seventy-six
percent  in  2009.  The  author  of  the article,  Jon  Meacham,  states,  "This  is not  to say the
Christian  God  is dead,  but  that  he is less of  a force  in  American  politics  and  culture  than
at any  other  time  in  recent  memory"  (p. 34).  Meacham  (2009)  also  goes  on  to say, "While
we  remain  a nation  decisively  shaped  by religious  faith,  our  politics  and  culture  are less
influenced  by  movements  and  arguments  of  an explicitly  Christian  character  than  they
were  even  five  years  ago"  (p. 34).
In  the  February  16,  2007  issue  of  Time  magazine,  the Rev.  Jim  Wallis  declared
that  the era of  the  Religious  Right  is over.  "Evangelicals-<specially  the  new  generation
of  pastors  and  young  people-are  deserting  the Religious  Right  in  droves.  The
evangelical  social  agenda  is now  much  broader  and  deeper,  engaging  issues  like  poverty
and economic  justice,  global  warming,  mV/AIDS,  sex trafficking,  genocide  in  Darfur
and  the ethics  of  the  war  in  Iraq"  (para.  2).
Dick  Armey  (R-Texas)  was  the Majority  Leader  in  the House  of  Representatives
from  1995  to 2003.  Anney  was  also  one of  the chief  architects  of  the "Contract  with
America"  along  with  Newt  Gingrich.  Armey  considers  himself  an evangelical  Christian,
and  was  a strong  proponent  of  the Christian  Right.  After  leaving  office  in 2003,  Armey
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conservative  Christians  are less concerned  with  political  matters,  and  are increasingly
emphasizing  personal  matters  in  religion.
Many  mainstrearn  churches  have  backed  off  from  political  involvement.  A  pastor
at the  evangelical  Christian  church  mentioned  in  the  introduction  of  this  essay  replied  to
my  question,  "Why  was  the church  so politically  involved  in  2004  and  not  active  in
2008?"  The  pastor  replied,  "We  were  fooled.  We  were  lied  to and  we  were  duped.
Absolutely  nothing  we  believe  in and  believed  would  come  about  from  our  involvement
with  conservatives  has been  realized.  Abortion  is still  legal,  gay  marriage  is being
embraced  in  amny  states,  we  are in a never-ending  war,  and  the world  hates  Atnerica"
(private  conversation,  January  2009).
Some  writers  have  stated  that  the decline  of  the  Christian  Right's  influence  in
American  politics  would  lead  to a more  open  discourse  and  a toning-down  of  the
increasingly  hostile  rhetoric.  Martin  (1996)  writes,  "The  decline  and  fall  of  the  modern
Religious  Right's  notion  of  a Christian  America  creates  a calmer  political  environment
and,  for  many  believers  may  help  open  the  way  for  a more  theologically  serious  religious
life"  (p. 34).  But  that  calmer  political  environment  has not  materialized.  In  fact,  the
rhetoric  from  the  Right  has become  increasingly  harsh  with  the appearance  of  the  "Tea
Party."
The  Tea  Party  was  established  as a conservative  response  to increasingly  liberal
policies  of  the United  States  government.  Neo-conservatives  like  Rand  Paul  (R-
Kentucky),  Michelle  Bachmann  (R-Minnesota),  Mike  Pence  (R-Indiana),  Pete  Sessions
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but  we can  come  out  to bite  you  at any  time"  (p.l7).  If  Pastor  Fox  is correct,  perhaps  the
Christian  Right  has not  lost  its bite.  Perhaps  the  Cmistian  Right  is just  shedding  its skin
and  preparing  for  the  next  opportunity  to strike.
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Within  a generation  after  beginning  political  action,  the  Christian  Right  has
become  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  influential  forces  in  American  politics.  The
Christian  Right  has shown  a dogged  persistence  in  fighting  for  the  things  that  they
believe  and a surprising  unity  of  ideology  among  its disparate  groups  and  sub-groups.
The  Christian  Right  has been  instrumental  in  the  elections  of  presidents,  congressmen,
and  senators  to national  political  positions.  The  Christian  Right  has also  influenced
elections  at the  state  level,  and  has been  instrumental  in  gubernatorial  races  and  state
representative  races.  At  the "grassroots"  level,  the  Christian  Right  has impacted  mayoral,
city  council,  and  even  school  board  elections.  The  supporters  of  the Christian  Right  state
that  they  have  had  a positive  impact  on American  politics.  The  detractors  of  the  Christian
Right  state  that  the  influence  of  the Christian  Right  in  American  politics  has resulted  in
the  polarization  of  America  and  a paralysis  of  the  political  process.  There  is some  truth  in
both  positions.
I have  attempted,  throughout  this  essay,  to present  a balanced  assessment  of  the
Christian  Right  in  American  politics.  The  Christian  Right  has brought  needed  attention  to
moral  and  spiritual  values  and  has inserted  them  into  the political  dialogue  and  into  the
lives  of  Americans.  The  Christian  Right  has brought  many  previously  uninvolved
Americans  into  the  political  process,  which  has served  to expand  the  electorate.  The
Christian  Right  has also  been  instrumental  in  the  passage  of  international  legislation  that
has helped  many  people  throughout  the world.  However,  the Christian  Right  has also  had
a detrimental  impact  in American  politics  and  has helped  to create  an ever-growing
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This  political  polarization  has been  a gradual  process,  however.  It  must  be stated
that  this  ideological  division  in  American  politics  may  have  certainly  taken  place  without
the  influence  and  involvement  of  the  Christian  Right.  But  much  of  the  evidence  points  to
the  political  involvement  of  the  Christian  Right  as contributing  to the extreme  division  in
political  philosophy  that  exists  today.  As  politicians  recognized  the  political  power  of  the
Christian  Right,  they  began  to actively  seek  the support  of  conservative  Christians  and
increasingly  became  more  strident  in  their  ideological  tone.  As  the Christian  Right
recognized  its own  political  power,  it  too  became  more  and  more  certain  of  its
importance  and  began  to pressure  political  leaders  into  advancing  their  agenda  by
threatening  the  political  positions  of  those  leaders.
What  conservatives,  liberals,  and  the  media  fail  to realize  is that  most  Americans
are not  as polarized  as it seems.  Most  Americans  just  want  to be safe,  secure  both  in  their
homes  and  in  their  finances,  and  want  (and  expect)  government  to provide  security  and
the freedom  to live  their  lives.  The  paralysis  of  the  political  process  and  the increasingly
partisan  atmosphere  have  many  Americans  asking,  "What  ever  happened  to doing  what  is
right  for  the  people  of  America?  Do  politicians  actually  believe  the  things  that  they  say or
are they  just  pandering  to their  "base"  of  supporters?"  The  political  positions  of  the
Christian  Right  and conservative  political  leaders  has many  Americans  asking,  "When
did  Jesus become  pro-war?  When  did  Jesus become  anti-poor  and  pro-rich?  When  did
Jesus  begin  to oppose  heath  care  and  equal  rights  of  others"?
Leaders  of  the  Christian  Right  say with  a loud  voice  that  they  want  the
government  out  of  their  personal  affairs,  yet  forcefully  lobby  for  government
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niunber  of  issues,  not  just  one or two.  When  Christians  and  the Christian  Right  limit  their
political  perspective  and  political  action  to  just  one  or two  issues  (abortion  and
homosexuality,  for  instance),  they  miss  the  big  picture.  When  the Christian  Right
demonizes  and  condemns  people  of  other  faiths  and  lifestyles,  they  actually  demean  their
efforts  and  make  Christianity  itself  look  extreme  and  intolerant.  When  the Christian  Right
says,  with  a loud  voice,  "We  are right,  you  are wrong,"  it only  gives  a voice  to those  in
the  world  who  have  been  victims  of  this  intolerance,  and  creates  more  and  more  enemies
of  the  United  States  (and  of  Christianity).  When  Christian  Right  leaders  call  for  the
execution  of  political  adversaries  or state  that  natural  disasters  are a punishment  from
God  for  behaviors  that  they  disagree  with,  they  do so in  direct  conflict  with  the
Scriptures.  When  conservative  Christian  political  leaders  allow  themselves  to be swept  up
in  conuption  and  scandal,  it calls  into  question  their  real  motives  and  ideology.  When  the
leadership  of  the  United  States  says, "You  are either  with  us or against  us,"  and  sends
thousands  of  troops  and  wave  after  wave  of  bombs  and cruise  missiles  to un-Christian
parts  of  the  world,  it  is America  that  looks  like  the  terrorists,  and  real  terrorist  groups  reap
the  benefits  in  the  form  of  throngs  of  new  recruits.
But  there  are ways  that  Christians,  the Christian  Right,  and  conservative  political
leaders  could  bring  about  real,  positive  change  in  the world.  However,  it  involves  looking
at the  Bible-the  entire  Bible,  and  not  just  a few  selected  passages-for  guidance  and
illumination  and  it  involves  a rethinking  of  priorities.  Luke  6:20  states,  "Blessed  are the
poor,  for  theirs  is the  kingdom  of  Heaven."  Conservatives  could  emphasize  justice  and
care  of  the  poor  instead  of  cutting  social  programs  designed  to help  the less fortunate.
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realize  their  tme  dreams  of  democracy  and  freedom.  Christians  could  insist  that  the  vast
siuns  earmarked  for  defense  of  this  courdry  be spent  on  programs  to  help  the  poor
and  starving  people  in  this  country  and  around  the  world,  and  change  the  image  of
America  from  that  of  aggressor  to  benefactor
One  of  the  most  troubling  aspects  of  political  action  by  the  Christian  Right  is
visible  in  their  influence  on  American  foreign  policy.  Much  of  American  foreign  policy,
at least  since  the  1950's,  has  been  driven-albeit  quietly  until  the  George  W.  Bush
administration-by  conservative  Christian  ideology.  The  threat  of  communism  (which
was  one  of  the  first  political  issues  embraced  by  the  Christian  Right)  prompted  many
American  interventions  around  the  world.  The  Christian  Right  and  conservative  political
leaders  have  supported  brutal  regimes  throughout  the  world  as bulwarks  against  the
threats  of  communism  and  "Islamic  extremism."  As  political  power  shifts  throughout  the
world,  America  is re-thinking  political  alliances  that  have  remained  constant  for  decades.
As  the  sole  remaining  "superpower"  in  the  world,  America  seems  to be in  a quandary.
Who  do we  support  now?  Who  represents  our  national  interests  now?  The  vacillation  of
American  support  worries  many  former  allies  of  the  United  States.
The  contradictory  actions  of  tlie  Christian  Right  and  conservative  political  leaders
have  contributed  to a growing  disillusionrnent  and  apathy  in  America  regarding  both  faith
and  politics.  Church  attendance  is down.  More  and  more  Americans  describe  themselves
a non-religious.  Voters  increasingly  voice  the  opinion  that  it  doesn't  matter  for  whom
they  vote;  all  politicians  are  the  same  and  nothing  will  ever  change.
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change  into  the  lives  of  its adherents.  Whether  one  agrees  with  the  Christian  Right  or not,
one must  agree  that  the  absolute  unity  of  political  ideology  within  the  movement  has
given  its members  a sense of  community  and  common  identity.  Burns  also  writes,  "The
function  of  leadership  is to engage  followers,  not  merely  to activate  them,  to commingle
needs  and  aspirations  and  goals  in  a common  enterprise,  and  in  the  process  to make  better
citizens  of  both  leaders  and  followers"  (p. 461).  The  Christian  Right  has engaged  its
followers  to a greater  extent  than  any  other  social  movement  since  the Civil  Rights
movement  and-most  on  the  Christian  Right  would  agree-has  created  a vibrant,
energetic,  and involved  group  of  American  citizens.
Leadership  is about  results.  Has  the leader  in  question  been  successful  in  his  or
her  (or  their)  leadersmp  goals?  J.M.  Bunns  (1978)  writes,  "Ultimately  the effectiveness  of
leaders  as leaders  will  be tested  by  the achievement  of  purpose  in  the  form  of  real  and
intended  change"  (p. 251).  Has  the  Christian  Right  realized  this  "achievement  of
purpose?"  The  Christian  Right  has been  very  successful  in  many  areas  of  political
leadership.  Many  goals  of  the Christian  Right  have  been  attained,  especially  the  goals  of
broader  political  involvement  by  Christians  and  public  attention  to moral  and  spiritual
concerns.  But  the most  important  goals  of  the Christian  Right,  the goals  and  issues  that
led  to the  rise  of  the Cmistian  Right,  have  not  yet  been  realized.  The  Christian  Right  has
been  unsuccessfiil  in ending  abortion,  returning  prayer  to public  schools,  and
discouraging  the  American  acceptance  of  homosexuality.  But  they  are still  trying.  Burns
(1978)  sums  up his  thoughts  on leadership:  "The  most  lasting  tangible  act of  leadership  is
the creation  of  an institution-a  nation,  a social  movement,  a political  party,  a
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End  Notes
Pmt  One:
L D.L.  Moody  is also  the founder  of  the  Moody  Bible  Institute.  Many  noted  conservative
Christian  Right  leaders  attended  the  institute.
2' Billy  Sunday  was  the foremost  revivalist  of  the  early  twentieth  century.
3' Wilcox  and  Larson  (2006)  include  a transcript  of  the  testimony  given  by  Bryan  on the
stand  during  the  Scopes  trial,  which  was  the  source  of  the  embarrassment  felt  by
conservative  Christians.
4' There  are actually  two  versions  of  "dispensationalism":  One  version,
"premillennialism"  states  that  Christ  would  return  to Earth  to defeat  Satan  and  set up his
thousand-year  rule  in  the  New  Jerusalem.  "Postmillennialism"  holds  that  God  will  bring
the world  to end,  establish  a thousand-year  period  of  peace  and  prosperity,  after  which
Christ  would  return  to rule  forever.
5' William  Martin  (1996)  writes  about  a larger  effect  of  World  War  I on  fundamentalist
Christianity:  "World  War  1 and  the  Bolshevik  Revolution  of  1917  provided
fundamentalism  with  what  was  to become  one of  its major  elements:  religious
nationalism.
6' Wilcox  and  Larson  (2006)  write,  "As  enthusiasm  for  anti-evolution  activities  waned,
some  fundamentalists  leaders  began  to focus  on a different  message-anticornrnunism.
Anticommunism  was  a natural  rallying  issue  for  fundamentalists,  for  many  believed  that
the  Bible  predicted  that  the ultimate  battle  between  the forces  of  Christ  and  the  forces  of
the Antichrist  would  be fought  in  Israel,  with  the  latter's  forces  coming  from  the  land
then  occupied  by  the  Soviet  Union.  Communism  was  a new  force  in  the  world  in  the
1920's,  and its militant  atheism  resonated  with  this  interpretation  of  scripture"  (p. 36).
7' An  unnamed  author,  in  an article  entitled  "Joseph  McCarthy's  link  with  the  early
Religious  Right"  states,  "McCarthy  is a natural  link  with  the  Religious  Right  through  the
zeal  to fight  world  Communism.  Preachers  Billy  Hargis  and  Carl  McIntire  worked
closely  with  McCarthy  seeking  to expose  ministers  who  were  secretly  Communist.
Fundamentalism  in  America  during  this  time  often  crossed  over  denominational  lines  in
order  to fight  what  was  considered  the  Red  Menace.  Men  like  Baptist  J. Frank  Norris,
who  fought  against  Catholics  as avidly  as he did  evolutionists,  joined  hands  with
Catholics  in order  to attack  Communism.  Attacking  Communism  appears  to have  been  a
cardinal  doctrine  of  American  Fundamentalism"
(http://www.livingston.net/wilkyjr/linkl9.litm  para.  2)
8' Both  organizations  however  were  perceived  as "'square"  and  out  of  touch  with  the
times.  The  adherents  kept  their  hair  short,  wore  conservative  clothing,  and  were  pro-war-
a stance  that  many  young  people  in  the  United  States  did  not  agree  with.  Also,  the
admonishments  of  the  CCC  regarding  sexual  behavior  did  not  correspond  with  the  reality
of  the  times.
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bribery,  and extortion.  Agnew  is the only  vice  president  to have  resigned  because of
criminal  charges.
16' Martin  (1996)  writes,  "Few  people  better  understood  how  much  the  nation  longed  for  a
time  of  healing  than  did  Jimmy  Carter.  He  knew  how  to present  himself  as the
embodiment  of  the  bedrock  values,  deep  concerns,  and  honest  aspirations  of  millions  of
his  fellow  citizens,  and  he knew,  as his  detractors  did  not,  that  his  own  genuine  religious
faith  was  an asset. Again  and  again,  he promised  his  audiences  he would  never  lie  to
them,  and  he affirmed  their  value  and  integrity  by  calling  for  'a  governrnent  as good  as its
people.'  Early  in  the campaign,  Carter  casually  mentioned  that  he was  an evangelical  and
a "born-again"  Christian.  The  terminology,  while  perhaps  alien  to many  journalists  and
others  outside  religious  circles,  could  hardly  have  been  more  familiar  and  less
controversial  to evangelical  Christians..."(p.  148-149).
17. Balmer  (2006)  also  writes,  "African  Americans  had  been  denied  admission  [to Bob
Jones  University]  altogether  until  1971,  and  it  took  another  four  years  until  unmarried
African  Americans  were  allowed  to enroll-
18' Reagan  had  actually  appeared  on  the  national  scene  in  the 1960's  as a spokesman  and
backer  of  Barry  Goldwater.  Martin  (1996)  states,  "Ronald  Reagan,  former  movie  actor,
former  host  of  TV's  General  Electric  Theatre  and  Death  Valley  Days,  and  former  liberal
Democrat,  delivered  a nationally  televised  fundraising  speech [for  Barry  Goldwaterl
entitled  "A  Time  for  Choosing-"  The  speech  was  a classic  jeremiad,  perhaps  the  oldest
and most  American  of  speech  forms.  In  which  the  speaker-originally  a preacher,  but
eventually  including  politicians  able  to sound  like  preachers-delineates  the signs  of  a
corrupt  society,  excoriates  his  audience  for  their  contribution  to or acquiescence  in  this
damnable  state  of  affairs,  wan'is  of  the  only  end  possible  if  they  do not  turn  from  their
wicked  and  ignorant  ways,  then  points  to the one  avenue  of  escape,  the sole  path  to
salvation,  and demands  that  they  choose,  now,  in  this  moment,  while  there  is still  time.
The  content  was  familiar;  Barry  Goldwater  had  been  saying  the  same  things  for  months.
But  Reagan's  style  was  stunning"  (p.87).
19' Many  Pentecostal  Christians  believe  in "Prosperity  Theology,"  which  holds  that  God
favors  His  believers  with  prosperity,  and  allows,  or  condones,  the  financial  suffering  of
those  who  do not  believe.  Propagators  of  this  approach  to Scripture  include  Joel  Osteen,
Kenneth  Copland,  and Benny  Hinn.
2o' Many  Pentecostal  Christians  believe  in  "Prosperity  Theology,"  which  holds  that  God
favors  His  believers  with  prosperity,  and  allows,  or condones,  the financial  suffering  of
those  who  do not  believe.  Propagators  of  this  approach  to Scripture  include  Joel  Osteen,
Kenneth  Copland,  and  Benny  Hinn.
2L For  excellent  examples  of  the  Pentagon  briefings,  please  visit
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1184546/Donald-Rumsfelds-holy-
war-How-President-Bushs-Iraq-briefings-came-quotes-Bible.litml
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"  The  Christian  Right  was  now  (1999)  viewed  as being  a part  of  the  Republican  Party.
D. Michael  Lindsay  (2)  (2008)  states,  "Simply  stated,  Republicans  have  done  a better  job
of  drawing  upon  the expressive  and  institutional  aspects  of  political  action  in  ways  that
resonate  with  evangelical  sensibilities"  (p. 375).
14' Balmer  (2006)  writes,  "In  terms  of  cultural  and  political  influence,  this  alliance  has
been  a bonanza  for  both  sides....The  Republicans  have  come  to depend  on Religious
Right  voters  as their  most  reliable  constihiency,  and  with  the  Republicans  firmly  in
command  of  all  three  branches  of  the  federal  governrnent,  leaders  of  the  Religious  Right
now  enjoy  unprecedented  access  to power"  (p. 169).
Part  Three
I' Twenty-nine  states  have  constitutional  provisions  that  restrict  marriage  to "one  man  and
one  woman.
2' The Defense ofMarriage  Act recognizes marriage as"between  one man and one
woman",  nut  fiuther  states  that,  while  there  is no federal  support  of  same-sex  marriages,
individual  states  may  recognize  same-sex  marriage  in  their  own  states,  or by  other  states.
3' The  ruling  in  Citizens  United  v. Federal  Election  Commission  stated  that  it  was
unconstitutional  (McCain-Feingold)  to limit  the  political  expression  of  corporations,
whether  in  financial  donations  or in  the  funding  of  political  advertisements.
4' A  documentary  has been  produced  in  Uganda  called  "Killing  in  the  Name  of  God."  As
of  the  date  of  this  writing,  all  that  is available  is the  trailer  for  the documentary.  You  can
find  it at l'ittp://ww'w.liuffingtonpost.coin/waymon-hudsoi'i/trailer-for-new-uganda-
ki b 656376.litml
5' It  may  be interesting  to note  that  "During  the [George  W.]  Bush  administration,
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